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Statistics 

7 counts. 

CHRISTMAS COUNTS - 1967 

by L.B. Macpherson 

Counts made: 26 - a record. 

Observers taking part: 152 - a record. 

Observer of the Year; Wayne Neily, who took part in 

Species reported: 108 - a record. 

Number of species now reported on Christmas Counts (in 
12 years): 14-5. 

Species new to the Christmas Counts in 1967: Spotted 
Sandpiper, Wood Thrush and Red Crossbill. 

In the light of those statistics, we must obviously 
congratulate ourselves on a most succe.ssful sampling of the bird 
life in our province in December, 1967. However, before comment
ing further on significant observations in the Counts, your 
reporter feels strongly that two general observations must be 
made. 

(1) The 26 Counts are from 14- counties, and there are 18 counties 
in Nova Scotia. As well, a number of population centres are not 
represented, 

(2) Too many counts have only one or two observers, or only cover 
a tiny fraction of their Count Area both in time and distance. 

Let it quickly be said that there is no thought in my 
mind that partial Counts should not be done or that they should 
not be reported in the NEWSLETTER. But it is suggested that 
these lone enthusiasts need help. Prior organization is the key 
to reasonable coverage of an area and reasonable coverage of 
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province-wide representative areas is the key to getting a valid 
survey of our w~nter bird population. I suspect that not too many 
species are missed in the present situation, but it is obvious 
that the numbers of any one species reported are quite unrelated 
to the population of that species. Nevertheless, an improvement 
in calibre and coverage is noted each year; my plea is that they 
be made better still by more Counts and more observers. Really, 
every member of this Society can and should, to some degree, take 
part in the Christmas Counts. 

A number of notable observations were made this year. 
The presence of a Wood Thrush in Yarmouth is almost unbelievable; 
but with observers of the competence of Mrs. Sollows and J.C. 
Higby, the presence of the birdi at a feeding station, observable 
at close range and the reasonab y unmistakable characteristics of 
the Wood Thrush, suggest that the observation should be accepted 
at face value. Southern Texas is the northern-most regular win
tering area for a few individuals of this species; but a few years 
ago, two were reported on a Christmas Count from New York State. 
The species is only of accidental occurrance in Nova Scotia at 
any time. 

It is more interesting to speculate on the origin of 
the Spotted Sandpipers reported on the Salmon River (Cape Breton 
Co.) and Halifax West Counts. The southern states and South 
America is where this species should be at this time. My spec
ulation is that perhaps these were not Spotted Sandpipers (Actitis 
macularia) but were, in fact, the Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypol
eucos) of iurope. The two species are indistinguishable in winteT 
plWTJage and many systematists regard them as the same species in 
spite of the fact that the accepted arrangement even assigns them 
to different genera. The Common Sandpiper winters as far north 
as Britain. Against this poss:i.bility must be set the fact that 
only rarely do European birds get to North America - the prevail
ing winds blow the wrong way; as a consequence many North American 
species find their way to Europe. 

The addition of the Red Crossbill to the list of winter 
birds of the past 12 years is, of course, not unexpected. The 
species has been reported a little more frequently in N.S. in the 
past few years after an almost complete absence from the province 
for 10 or 15 years. At times in the past it was a common winter 
species. 

Other occurrences which should be especially noted in
clude a Woodcock on Brier Island, the same locale from which 
Wicke:rson Lent reported one in 1964. After the n1nvasion 11 of the 
Killdeer featured in last years Counts, only one was reported 
this year (Halifax East). The Wolfville Count of 15 Vesper 
Sparrows is unusual; only rarely is even one reported on the 
Counts. The Lin.coln 1 s Sparrow, seen by Eric Holdway (Pictou) at 
close range and over a period of some days, is an outstanding 
observation. Some years ago one was reported by Mrs. Richardson 
from Bon Portage Island. 

Turning now to the expected species, there were some 
apparent differences in abundance when compared to 1966. The 
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following, referring to well-recognized species, are probably 
valid. Many people remarked on the abundance of the White
breasted Nuthatch and Evening Grosbeak and the lack of Goldfinches 
this year. 

1966 li2Z 
White-breasted Nuthatch 10 ( 6 counts) 41+ (ll+ counts) 

Evening Grosbeak 162 ( 9 counts) 607 (16 counts) 

Goldfinch 931 (17 counts) 160 ( 8 counts) 

White-throated Sparrow 24 ( 3 counts) 9li- (12 counts) 

Song Sparrow 78 ( 8 counts) 119 (ll+ counts) 

Summaries of the 26 Counts (two others were combined, by 
this reporter, with major counts covering the area in which they 
were taken) are recorded below, more or less in north to south 
order. The species' names bracketed are those seen in the Count 
Period but not on the Count Day. 

HIGHLANDS NATIONAL PAfilC , Victoria Co., 30 December, 1967, 
Twenty-one observers, 23 puty-houre plus feeding stations. 
Observation conditions I good. 
Totals 1 35 species identified; about 1095 individuals. 

Common Loon, 4; Red-necked Grebe, 1; Black Duck, 81; CollllllOn 
Goldeneye, 40; Bufflehead, 5; Oldsquaw, 168; Common Eider, 24; White
winged Sooter, 4; Common Merganser, 20; Red-breasted Merganser, 13; 
unidentified ducks, 17; Bald Eagle, 1! Ruffed Grouse, 1; Glaucous Gull, 30; 
Iceland Gull, 49; Great Black-backed Gull, 67; Herring Gull, 113; Ring-
billed Gull, 10; Dovekie, 7; Black Guillemet, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 1; 
G:ra;y Jay, 4; Blue Jay, 4; llaven, 9; Crow, 150; Black-oapped Chickadee, 20; 
Boreal Chickadee, 44; Robin, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 11; Northern 
Shrike, 1; Starling, 84; House Sparrew, 64; Brown-headed Cowbird{ 35; 
Pine Grosbeak, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 7; (White-throated Sparrow); Fox 
Sparrow, 1 ; ( Snow :Bunting) • 

Observers I Mary Barker, Charles Doherty and Mrs. Doherty, Claire 
Doucette, Gordon Doucette, Jane Doucette, John Doucette, Virginia Doucette, 
Irene Gettas, Hedley Hopkins, Crystal Hussey, Isobel MacDonald, John 
MacDonald, Mary McEvoy, Deborah McNeil, Robert McNeil, Wayne Neily(compiler), 
:Betty Reid, Murray Stockley, Edith Webb and Harley Webb. 

VJARGAREE, Inverness Co., 22 December, 1967. 
Two observers, 11 party-hours. 
Observation conditions I good, becoming peer. 
Tetals: 18 species identified; about 399 individuals. 

Homed Grebe, 2; Bla.ck Duck, 2; Common Goldeneye, 102; Oldsquaw, 6; 
Common Eider, 2; Red-breasted Merganser, 12; Iceland Gull, 58; Great Black
backed Gull, 49; Herring Gull, 3; Homed Lark, 8; Gray Jay, 1; Blue Jay, 
2; Raven, 7; Crow, 31; Black-capped Chickadee, 7; Boreal Chickadee, 8; 
Starling, 98; Tree Sparrow, 1 • 

Observers: Peter Chiasson, Wayne Neily (compiler). 
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GI.ACE :BAY, Cape ll:reton Co., 26 December, 1967. 
Three observ~s, 9 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observation conditions• good, then deteriorating. 
Totals• 22 species identified; about 1349 individuals. 

Canada Goose, ,091 :Black Duck, 190; Green-winged Teal, 1; 
unidentified ducks, 391 Beld lilagl.e, 1; (Glaucous Gull); Iceland Gull, 39; 
Great :Bl.ack-b.acked Gull, 104; Herring Gull, 93; Mourning Deve, 71 Dewny 
Woodpecker, 2; Gray Js:y, 3; :Blue Js:y, 5; liaven, 4; Crow, 110; :Bl.ack
capped Chickadee, 5; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; {Rebin); Starling, 340; 
(Yallew-breasted Chat); House Spar.row, 621 \Beltimore Oriole); Evening 
Grosbeak, 7; .American Goldfinch, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 121 Lapland 
Lengspur, 12; Snow Bunting, 1. 

Observers I D. MacLean (compiler), :a. Reid, D. Reid. 

THE SYDNEYS, Cape ll:reten Co., 29 December, 1967. 
Nine obs.ervers, 19 party-hours. 
Observation condi tiens I poor. 
Tetalsl 23 species identified! about 4648 individuals. 

:Black Duck, 1; Cemmon Golden.eye, 63; Oldsquaw, 6; Red-breasted 
Merganser, 51; :Bald lilagl.e, 1; (Bllffed Grouse); Ring,-necked Pheasant, 1; 
Iceland Gull, 831 Great :Black-backed Gull, 667; Herring Gull, 2036; 
unidentified gulls. 470; Black Guillemet. 1; Dewny Woodpecker, 1; :Blue 
Js:y, 8; liaven, 12; Crow, 111; :Black-capped Chickadee, 21; Boreal. 
Chickadee, 7; (White-breasted Nuthatch); (Robin); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
5; Starling, 6721 House Spar.row, 391; Evening Grosbeak:, 37; Pine Grosbeak, 
1; Wh1 ts-winged Cress bill, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 101 ( Song Spar.row). 

Observers I Miss Ila.vis, Mary Ha:y, H. E. Hopkins (compiler) , M. 
MacKinnen, Wa;vne Neily, Debra Reid, :a. Reid, H. Snow and V •. Snow. 

:BADDB:K, Victoria Co., 1 January, 1968. 
Five ebeervers, 8 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observatien condi tiens I ve-r:y poor. 
Tetals1 21 species identified; about 421 individuals. 

:Black Duck, 8; Co111111en Goldeneye, 5; CellllllClll Merganser, 70; Great 
:Black-backed Gull, 9; Herring Gull, 18; Bing,,-billed Gull, 7; Dewny 
Weodpecker, 1; Gray Js:y, 31 m.ue Ja;y, 31 liaven, 12; Crew, 43; :al.ack
capped Chickadee, 7; Boreal Chickadee, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1; Bohemian Waxwing, 1; Starling, 98; House 
Sparrow, 125; Evening Grosbeak:, 3J (Pine Grosbeak); Slate-colored Junco, 2; 
Seng Spanow, 1 • 

Ob$ervers1 George :Bs.rtlett, Windsor Kelly, Gladys Macliae, Wayne 
Neily ( oompiler), -John George Nicholson. 

SlIMJN RIVm, Cape :Breton Co., 20 December, 1967. 
Five observers, 16 party-hours. 
Observatien cendi tiens I good. 
Tetals1 20 species identified; about 496 individuals. 

Comon Loon, 1; Bllffed Grouse, 2; Spotted Sandpiper, 1; Great 
:Black-backed Gull, 2; Herring Gull, 28; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy 
Weodpecker, 71 Gray Js:y, 17; m.ue Js:y, 20; llaven, 13; Crow, 74; :Bl.ack
capped Chickadee, 74; Boreal. Chickadee, 441 White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; 
Golden-crewned Kinglet, 17; Starling, 89; House Sparrow, 34; Evening 
Gzosbeak, 1; Pine Gnsbeak, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 68. 

Observers• Ruth Goode, R.N. Gibbons (compiler), H. Hopkins, F. 
Hussey, Wayne Nelly. 
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ST. Pli1fEll1S, li:icbmend Co., 27 December, 1967. 
Six obserrers, 9 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observation cendi tions a good. 
Totals• 24 species identified; about 406 individuals. 

{Common Leon); Horned Grebe, 11; lllaok Duck, 60; (Greater Soav.p)i 
CODll8ll Golden.eye, 381 :BQ.ffiehead, 4; Oldsqll&W, 17; . \Cemon Eider); 
(White-winged Sooter); Cemmen Merganser, 1; (Bed-breasted Merganser), 
unidentified ducks, 10; l!ald lagle, 1; (llllffed Grouse>, Sa.nderl:lq, 25; 
Great lllack-backed Gull, 18; Ber.ring Gull, 54; Devekie, 1; (lJai:ry 
Woodpecker); (Downy Woodpecker); Gray Jay, ·2; lllue Jay, 41 Baven, 141 
Crow, 391 lllack-capped Chickadee, 41 lloreal. Chickadee, 2; Hobin, 1; 
Starling. , 35; Bouse Sparrow, 24; Pine Grosbeak, 3; SJ.ate--oolered JllJlce, 
6; (White-throated Sparrow); (Fox Sparrow); Seng Spe.rrew, 1; Suw 
:Bunting, 31. 

Observers a Clarence DJ.gout, M.E. DJ.gout (C9111Piler), Mrs. M.J[. 
Digout, William Digout, J..O. MacLem, Katherine MacBae. 

AMII.ERST, Cumberland Co., 31 December, 1967. 
Eight observers, 13 party-hours. 
Observation oondi tions I geed. 
Totals 1 21 species identified; about 424 individuals. 

Bough-legged llawk, 1; Pigeon Ha.wk, 1 J 'lmidentified hawks, 2; 
Ruffed Grouse, 1 J Herring Gull, 3J lJai:ry Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 
2.1 Grey Jay, 6; m.ue Jay, 24; Raven, 5; Crow, 32 lllack-capped Chickadee, 
22; lloreal Chickadee, 7; Golden-crowned Xinglet, 7; Starl:lq, 55; Bouse 
Sparrow, 147; Cemrnon Grackle, f; Evening Grosbeak, 1; (Purple Finch); 
Pine Grosbeak, 1; SJ.ate-oolored Junco, 4; (Seng Spar.row) 1 Laplsnd Lengspur, 
301 Snow :Bunting, 24, 

Observers• R. Airey, Mrs. :a. Airey, J..J. Erskine, Mrs. M. Barn.sea, 
Evelyn lower.I.son {ct,111piler), W, Mclfutt, F. liTicholas, Mrs. B, Vergie. 

PICTOU, Pictou Ce., 28 December, 1967. 
One observer, ,5i hours. 
Observation conditions, very good, 
Totals• 24 species identified; about 311 :Individuals. 

(m.ack Duck); Oomncm Goldeneye, 36; Oldsquaw, 8J Common Eider, 11 
White-winged Sooter, 1; Common Merganser, 41 lled-breasted Merganser, 12; 
(Bald Fagle); Pigeon Ha.wk, 1; Iceland Gull, 2; Great lllack .. backed Gull, 12J 
Herring Gull, 63; (Flicker); Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Weedpecker, 1; 
m.ue Jey, 6; Crow, 27; lllack-capped Chickadee, 8; White-breasted Nuthatch, 
2; starling, 63; Bouse Spar.row, 20; Brown-headed Cowbird 1 f Eveniq 
Gxosbeak, 27; SJ.ate-colored Junco, 12; Tree Sparrow, 1 J {White--throated 
Sparrow) ; Fox Spa.rrow, 1 ; Lincoln I s Spar.row, 1 ; ( Song Sparrow) ; ( fmev 
funting). 

Observer,. Eric Holdwa.r. 

SPllliTGvn.tE, Pictou Co. , 1 January, 1968. 
El.ght observers, 9 party-hours plus feeding statiens. 
Observation conditions I poor. 
Totals, 19 species identified; about 1125 individuals. 

lllack Duck, 2; Goshawk, 1; &.ffed Grouse, 1; (Ring,-necked 
Pheasant); Great lllack-backed Gull, 50; Herring Gull, 650; lJairy Woodpecker, 
1; {Downy Woodpecker); Grey Jay, 41 lllue Jay, 8; Baven, 14; Crow, 120; 
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Black-capped Chickadee, 32; Boreal Chickadee, 48; (Whi ta-breasted Nuthatch); 
Red-brea!'ted Nuthatch, 1; (Brown Creeper); Golden-c:rewned Kinglet, 7; 
Starling, 120; Brown-headed Cowbird, 471 Purple Finch, 1; (Pine Grosbeak); 
Slate-colored Junco, 10; Tree Sparrow, 8. 

Observers I Anthony Brennan, Harry Brennan, Kevin Brennan, Shannon 
Brennan, };'red Kenney (compiler), Marg Kenney, Neil Kenney, Mrs. John Otto. 

COUHTRY HARBOUR, Guysborough Co., 28 December 1967. 
Two observers, 7 party-hours including by boat. 
Observation conditions I very good. 
TotaJ.s: 25 species identified: about 653 individuals. 

Common loon, 5; Black Duck, 200; (Wood Duck); Commer.. Goldeneye, 
100; (Bufflehead); Old.squaw, 25; CGllllllon Merganser, 50; (Red-breasted 
Merganser); unidentified ducks, 100; Feld ].ggle, 2; unidentified hawk, 1; 
Spruce Grouse, 2; Ruffed Grouse, 5; Great Black-backed Gull, 20; Herring 
Gull, 25; Bing-billed Gull, 5 Gray Jay, 5; Blue Jay, 4; llaven, 5; Crow, 
25; Black-capped Chickadee, 5; Boreal Chickadee, 10; Robin, 2; Starling, 
50; House Sparrow, 25; Colllll!On Grackle, 1; Brown-headed Cowbird, 2; 
Common Redpoll, 25; SJ.ate-colored Junco, 5; Snow Bunting, 50. 

Observers: A. lltu:ns Hodgson, Alma Clare Hodgson. 

CANSO, Guys borough Co. , 2 Jan'l.18.l'Y, 1968. 
Two observers, 2 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observation conditions I good. 
Totalsz 13 species identified; abeut 190 individuals. 

(Oldsquaw); (CollllllOn Eider); Iceland Gull~ 2; Great Black-backed 
Gull, 2; Herring Gull, 17; Dovekie, 3; (Gray Jay); Blue Jay, 3; Ilaven, 
2; Crow, 7; (Black-capped Chickadee); (BoreaJ. Chickadee); Starling, 130; 
(Palm Warbler); House Sparrow, 10; Savannah Spa.zTOw, 3; Slate-colored 
Junco, 7; Tree Sparrow, 2; Song SpSJ.TOw, 1 , 

Observers: Eileen kr.mswortby, June Jarvis (compiler). 

BA.SS RIVER, Colchester Co., 24 December, 1967. 
Four observers, 7 party-hours plus feeding station. 
Observation conditions: good. 
Totals 1 20 species identified; about 220 individuals. 

Black Duck, 30; Common Merganser, 25; unidentified hawk, 1; 
Great Black-backed Gull, 7; Her.ring Gull, 48; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; 
Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Blue Jay, 12; Crow, 19i Black-capped Chickadee, 8; 
Boreal Chickadee, 2; (:Red-breMted Nuthatch); Robin, 1; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, 2; Starling, 7; &use Sparrow, 18; American Goldfinch, 4; 
Slate-colored Junco, 11; Tree Sparrow, 12; White-throated Sparrow, 2; Song 
Sparrow, 2; Snow Bunting, 8, 

Obser1rers: Mrs. Lee Gilbert, Jillllllie G:rue, Ward Hemeon (compiler), 
Mrs. Ward Hemeon. 



'rRUll.O, Colchester Co. , 27 December, 1 96 7. 
Seven observers, 3 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observation conditions: good. 
'fotall!I 15 species identified; about 269 individuals. 

(Red-tailed llawk); (Pigeon Hawk); (Ruffed G:rouse); (Pheasant); 
Great Black-backed Gull, 3; Herring Gull, 32; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy 
Woodpecker, 1; Blue Jay, 19; (Raven); Crow, 14; Black-capped Chickadee, 10; 
(BoreaJ. Chickadee); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; Robin, 1; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4; Starling, 11; Bouse Sparrow, 100; Evening 
Grosbeak, 65; (Pine Grosbeak); American Goldfinch, 5; (Slate-colored Junco). 

Observers I W .J. Bird, A:rnold Brown, l\',:rs, H. Jle.vidson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jiul ton Langille, Martin McNRlly (compiler) 1 Perce Taylor, 

WOLFVILLE, Kings Co., 27 December, 1967. 
Eleven observers, 31 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observation conditions I good. 
Totals: 40 species identified; about 4112 individuals, 

Canada Goose, 29; Mallard, 12; Black Duck, 197; Common Goldeneye, 
13; Common Merganser, 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 7; 
unidentified hawk, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 3; Gray Partridge, 3; Ring-necked Pheasant, 
22; CollllllOn Snipe, 3; Great Black-backed Gull, 87; Herring Gull, 331; 
&urning Dove, 1; BaITed Owl, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 4; 
Homed Lark, 97; Blue Jay, 102; Raven, 49; Crow, 1219; ]lack-capped 
Chickadee, 87; Boreal Chickadee, 12; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Babin, 10; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 11; Starling, 380; House Sparrow, 776; Brown-
headed Cowbird, 9; Evening Grosbeak, 67; Purple Finch, 1; Pine Grosbeak, 2; 
Common Redpoll, 6; American Goldfinch, 25; Savannah Sparrow, 22; Vesper 
Sparrow, 15; Slate-colored Junco, 417; Tree Spar:rcw, 11; White-throated 
Spar.row, 10; Song Sparrow, 60; {Snow Bunting). 

Observers1 Curtis Chipman, Jl'l.rs, c. Chipman, Cyril Coldwell, R, Eagles, 
J,S, Erskine (compiler), R. Erskine, M. Forbes, Wa;yne Neily, P. Smith, R.W, 
Tu.fts, R, Waseem. 

SHUBENACADIE, Hants Co,, 31 December, 1967, 
Two observel"S, 6 party-hours plus feeding station. 
Observation conditions I good, 
Totals: 13 species identified; about 568 individuals. 

Black Duck, 15; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 1; Gray 
Jay, 1; Blue Jay, 1; Raven, 35; Crow, 60; Black-capped Chickadee, 61; 
Boreal Chickadee, 24; Robin, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 15; Starling, 300; 
House Sparrow, 52; (Evening Grosbeak); (Pine Grosbeak); (American Goldfinch). 

Observers: Ma!-y Geddes, Roslyn MacPhee (compiler). 

Kllist.C, HaJ.ifax Co,, 31 December, 1967, 
Two observers, 6 party-hours. 
Observation conditions1 very good. 
Totals: 9 species identified, about 106 individuals. 

Ruffed Grouse, 1; Haicy Woodpecker, 1; Rl.ue Jay, 4; 
Crow, 10; ID.ack-oapped Chickadee, 14; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
63; House Sparrow, 1, 

Observers I H. Carmichael, E. Crathorne (compiler). 
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HALIFAX (FAST), Halifax Co.• 26 December, 1967 • 
Twenty-six ebservers, 54 party-hours, 
Obsermtien conditions I very poor. 
Totals 1 59 species identified; about 2945 individuals. 

(Common Loon); Red-necked Grebe, 4; Homed Grebe, 7; (Pied-
billed Grebe); Canada Goose, 450; Mallard, 1; Bl.ack Duck, 350; Greater 
Scaup, 24; Common Golden.eye, 60; :Bufflehead, 8; Oldsquaw, 30; Harlequin. 
Duck, 2; White-winged Sooter, 11; Surf Sooter, 1; Red-breasted Merganser, 13! 
Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Reugh-legged Hawk, 1; :Bald Eagle, 2; Pigeon Hawk, 1; 
Spruce Grouse, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 5; (Virginia Rail), Killdeer, 1; COllllllon 
Snipe, 2; Purple Sandpiper, 3; Great Black-backed Gull, 130; Herring Gull, 
500; Iling,-billed Gull, 7; BJ.ack-headed Gull, 4; Dovekie, 9; :Belted 
Kingfisher, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; (Downy Woodpecker) 1 Horned Lark, 21 
(Gray Jay); Blue Ja;y, 19; :Raven, 60; Crew, 210; mack-capped Chickadee, 
70; :&real Chickadee, 45; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
2; Brown Creeper, 3; Mockingbird, 1; Robin, 5; Hermit Th:rnsh, 1; Golden
crowned Kinglet, 10; Starling, 390; (M;vrtle Warbler); Reus~ Sparrow, 150; 
Bal t:i.more Oriole, ·1; Common Grackle, 8; Brown-headed Cewbil:d., 36; Evening 
Grosbeak, 10; Pine Grosbeak, 26; Amer.I.can Goldfinch, 80; (Red Crossbill); 
White-winged Cressbill, 2; Ru.fous-sided Towhee, 1; Savannah Sparrow, 241 
Slate-colored Junco, 6o; Tree Sparrow, 251 White-throated Sparrow, 37; 
Fox Sparrow, 2; (Swamp Spar.row) , Seng Sparrm,, 33; Snow Bun ting, 1 • 

Observers I C.R,K. Alle.n, M.W. Ankatell-Jones, Patrick Ankatell-
Jones, Hazel Carmichael, Walter Chute, Bunny Coffill, Ethel Cratheme, Rachael 
Daggett, Phyllis Dobson, Elizabeth lloull, Rosemary Eaton, Barbara Hinds, Laughlin. 
Hughe, Bill Hughs, John Lorimer, Ian McLaren, Ian Macpherson, L.B. Macpherson 
(compiler), Eric Mills, Willett J, Mills, Wayne Ne:l.ly, Reger Pocklington, 
E:rwin Rehse, Betty Topple, Wesley Topple, Alfred Wehrmaker. 

HALIFAX (WEST) , Halifax Co, , 30 December 1967. 
Fifty-one observers, 65 party-hours including by boat, plus feeders. 
Observation conditions I very good. 
Totals1 70 species identified; abeut 10, 071 individuals. 

Common Loon, 6; Red-throated Loon, 1; Red-necked Grebe, 3; Homed 
Grebe, 12; Great Cormorant, 4, (Canada Goose); mack Duck, 85; Greater 
Scaup, 7; Cemmen Goldeneye, 45; J3ufflehead, 5; Oldsquaw, 70; Common Eider, 
1; Whi ta-winged Sooter, 225; Common Sooter, 1; Common Merganser, 4; 
Red-breasted Merganser, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Bough-legged Hawk, 1; 
Marsh Hawk, 1; Pigeon Hawk, 3; Spruce G:rouse, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 3; Spotted 
Sandpiper, 1; Purple Sandpiper, 4; Glauoous Gull, 3; Iceland Gull, 29; 
Great Rl.aek-backed Gull, 890; Herring Gull, 2650; Ring-billed Gull, 9; 
mack-headed Gull, 9; mack-legged Kittiwake, 9; Dovekie, 25; mack 
Guillemot, 8; M::rur.ning Dove, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 2; Ea.icy Woodpecker, 9; 
Downy Woodpecker, 24; Gray Jay, 5; Blue Je:y, 77; Raven, 14; Crow, 145; 
:Black-capped Chickadee, 190; Bor-.1 Chickadee, 46; White-breasted Nuthatch, 
23; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Brown Creeper, 4; Brown Thrasher, 1; Bobin, 
15; (Hermit Tb.rush); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 8; (Rub;y,-crowned Kinglet); 
Starling, 3500; M;yrlle Warbler, 3! (Palm Warbler); Yellow-breasted Chat, 1 J 
Reuse Sparrow, 1200; Eastern Meadowlark, 1; (Red-winged :Blackbird); 
Baltimore Oriole, 3; Common Grackle, 8; Brown-headed Cowbird, 70; 
(Dickcissel); Evening Grosbeak, 350; Purple Finch, 1; Pine Grosbeak, 34; 
Pine Siskin, 3; .American Goldfinch, 45; Rufous-sided Towhee, 5; Savannah 
Sparrow, 1; Slate-colored Junco, 70; Tree Sparrow, 22; White-throated 
Sparrow, 30; Fox Sparrow, 16; Song Sparrow, 17; Snow :Bunting, 2. 

Observers I C.R,K. Allen, M.W. Ankatell-Jones, Mrs, Shirley Baird, 
R.V.P. Bowditch, Mrs. Bowditch, Jack Bra,;vley, Mrs. B~ey, Hazel Cannich.ael, 
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Mrs. P.S, Christie, WaJ.ter Chute, :Mrs. Chute, Mrs. Arthur Coffill, Ethel 
E!ntbome, Rachael Daggett, B.K. Doane, Mrs, Doane, Phyllis Dobson, Ann 
Doull, Elizabeth Doull, Mrs. A.C. Duncan, Eva Duncan, Miss Alice Falkenham, 
Sylvia Fullerton, Mrs. Eric Grant, J,B, Hardie, V.P. Harrison, Mrs, Ralph 
Hebb, s. Ward Hemeon, Phyllis Hemeon, James Hill, Barbara Hinds, W,A. Hughs, 
Mrs. Irugns, :Mrs. R.G,H. Jansen, Gordon Lan:in, Ie.n McLaren, Mrs. McLaren, 
I.A. Macpherson, L.B. Macpherson (compilel"), Kenneth Manuel, Eric 1"dlls, Mrs. 
Mills, Willett J, MillEi, Mrs. E.A. Murray, Erwin Rehse, Mrs. Isn Robertson, 
Mrs. M,S, Smith, Mrs. R,L. Stanfield, }lrs. W.R. Sutcliffe, Mrs. C,L, Torey, 
Alfred Wehxmaker. 

INDIAN HARBOUR, Halifax Co., 28 December, 1967, 
One observer, feeding station and vicinity. 
Totals: 18 species identified; about 126 individuals. 

(Common Loon); (Pied-billed Grebe); White-winged Sooter, 1; (Ruffed 
Grouse); Great Black-backed Gull, 6; HerringGu11, 18; Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, 1; (Grs1 Jay); m.ue Ja:y, 41 Critw, 5; Rl.s.ok-cspped Chickadee, 3; 
(&real Chickadee); Red-breasted Nuthatch, 31 Robin, 1; Starling, 30; 
Reuse Spa.r:row, 30; Brown-headed C-bird, 5; Evening Grosbeak, 3; 
(American Goldfinch); (White-winged Crossbill); Slate-colored Junco, 5; 
Tree Spar.row, 2; Whi te-th:roated Sparrow, 4; Fox Sparrow, :;; Song Spa=ow, 
2; (Snow llunting). 

Observer1 Miriam Wetmore. 

KARSDALE, Anrul.polis Ce., 31 December, 1967, 
One ebserver, 8 hours. 
Observation ocndi tio:ns s good. 
Totals 1 25 species identifioo.; about 709 indh:l.duals, 

Rl.aok Duck, 19; Grea.ter Soaup, 33, CellllllOn Geldeneye, 52; Buffle
head, 1,40; Rad-breasted Merganser, 1; Uil.identified duclrn, 140; Buffed Grouse, 
6; Pheasant, 3; Great Black-backed Gull, 4, Herrins Gull, 50; (Great 
Ellmed Owl); I'e:rred Owl, 1; Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpet\ker, 3; 
(Eemed Lalic); Blue Jay, 9; Raven, 2; Crow, 45; Rl.ack-capped Chickadee, 15; 
:E@rNJ. Chickadee, 51 :Rrewn Cree-per, 1; Robin, 1; Golden-crewned Kinglet, 10; 
Starling, 80; Eeuse Sparrow, 60; Pine Grosbeak, 15; Slate-colored Jun0111, 9; 
Tree Sparrow, 1. 

Observer1 Jeseph Jehnsen. 

ANN.A.POLIS ROYAL, Annapolis Co,, 2 January, 1968. 
Two observers, feeding station and vicinity, 
TetaJ.e 1 11 species identified.; about 87 individuals, 

Blue Jay, 5; (Raven); (Crow); Black-capped Chickadee, 6; White
breasted Nuthatch, 4; llebin, 2; Starling, 25; House Sparrow, 201 
Bal tilllOre Oriole, 1; unidentified "blackbirds", 4; Brown-headed Cowbird, 2; 
Evening Grosbeak, 6; Tree Sparrow, 10; White-threated Spa.r:rew, 2. 

Observers: Mr. and Mrs. W,D, Wetmore. 

BOUND HILL, Anrul.pelis Co., 1 January, 1968, 
Two ebservers, feeding station and vicinity. 
Tetals 1 14 species identified; about 45 individuals, 

(Ruffed Grouse); Great Black-backed Gu11, 5; Herring Gull, 3; 
Black-headed Gull, 1; (Dewny Woodpecker); Blue Jay, 3; Raven, 1; Crow, 7; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 9; Boreal Chickadee, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; 
(Bo bin); Starling, 4; Beuse Spa.:rrow, 5; (Evening Grosbeak); Whi te-thrated 
Spa:new, 3; Song Sparrow, 1, 

Observers I M. Whitehead, W, E, Whitehead, 
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BRIDGm'OWN, Annapolis Co., 30 December, 1967. 
Three observers, 6 party-hours plus feeding stations. 
Observation oondi tiens I good. 
Totals 1 18 species identified; abeut 204 individuals. 

Great filack-baoked Gull, 41 Herring Gull, 4; Hairy Weedpecker, 3; 
Blue Js;y, 13; :Raven, 2; Crow, 27; Black-capped Chickadee, 12; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 2; (Mockingbird); Re bin, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4; Starling, 
30; House Sparrow. 49; c-n Graokle, 151 Brown-headed Cowbird, 1; 
Evening Gresbea.k, 20; Purple Finch, 3, Pine Grosbeak, 9; Slate-colored 
Junce, 5. 

Observers& Terrance Hyson (compiler), Mrs. M. Lycett, Mrs. V. 
Nickerson. 

BRIER ISLAND, Digby Ce., 29 December, 1967. 
Four observers, 7 party-h@urs. 
Observation oondi tions I medi'Ulll. 
Totals 1 36 species identified; aoo,ut 1880 individuals. 

Common Leen, 1; Red-necked Grebe, 4; Harned Grebe, 81 Great 
Cormorant, 100; Mallard, 1; Black !luck, 66; Oldsquaw, 30! Common Elder, 161; 
Common Sooter, 2; C-n Merganser, 1; Red-breasted Merganser, 8; Sharp
shinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 1 ! Rlilugh-legged Hawk, 1; Weedceok, 11 
Iceland Gull, 1; Great BJ.ack00backed Gull, 400; Herring Gull, 600; Black 
Guillemot, 50; I:lai:cy Woodpecker~ 1; Horned Lal:ic, 7; liaven, 27; Cnw, 40; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 20; :&real Chickadee, 30; (Red-breasted Nuthatch); 
Brown Creeper, 1; :&bin, 1; Golden-cmwned Kinglet, 1; Starling, 182; House 
Spar.row, 20; Common Grackle, 1; (Bmwn-headed Cowbird); Common Redpoll, 14; 
l'ine Siskin, 41 Savannah Sparrow, 1 ; ( SJ.a ta-colored Junco) ; ( Tree Sparrow); 
Chipping Sparrow, 2; (White-throated Sparrow); (Song Sparrow); Snow Bunting, 
05. 

Observers a l'atrick Ankatell-Jones, Chester Lent, Wickerson Lent, 
John Lorimer (compiler) • 

YARMOUTH, Ye.mouth Co., 25 December, 1967. 
Two observers, feeding stations and vicinity. 
Totals 1 19 species identified; about 128 indiv-iduals. 

Herring Gull, 1; Gray Jay, 4; Blue Ja:y, 2; mack-capped Chickadee, 
10; Whi ta-breasted Nuthatch, 1; :&bin, 1; Wood Thrush, ; ; Starling, 20; 
House Sparrow, 25; Red-winged Blackbird, :;; Baltimore Oriole, 4; Common 
Grackle, 5; Brown-headed Cowbird, 25; Evening Grosbeak, 10; Slate-colored 
Junco, 1; Tree Sparrow, 2; Wh:ite-th:mated Sparrow, 6; Fox Spar.row, 1; Song 
Sparrow, 1. 

Observers: J,C. Higby (compiler), Mrs. V. Sollows. 
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SPRIIIG AND SUMMER PROGRAMME 

The field trip season is just below the horizon and 
arrangements for our summer programme have recently been completed. 
Plan now to keep the following. dates open: 

SPRING FIELD TRIP§, HALIFAX AREA; 

May 221 

Mv 291 

June la 

Susie Lake area. Leader: Ian MacLaren. 
Time and meeting place: 6:00 A.M. Armdale Rotary. 

Old Sambro Road. Leaders c.R.K. Allen. 
Time and meeting place: 6100 A.M. Armdale Rotary. 

Old st. Margaret's Bay Road. Leader: Eric Mills. 
Time and meeting places 6:00 A.M. Armdale Rotary. 

Rants County (all day trip). Leader: C.R.K. Allen. 
Time and meeting places 9100 A.M. Mt. Uniacke 

RR Crossing. 

PROVINCIAL FIELD DAEs 
June 291 

July 271 

Aug. 12, 

Sept, llt-a 

Kedjimkujik National Park. Leaders: Eric Mills & 
Ross Dobson. 

Time and meeting place: 8:30 A.M. Park entrance on 
Highway 8 near Maitland Bridge, Annapolis County. 

Evangeline Beach. Leader: R. W. Tufts. , 
Time and meeting places lc30 P.M. Grand Pre National Park. 

<President's Field Dax) Pt. Michaud, Richmond County. 
Leaders: fan Raetaren and D. D. Findlay. 
Time and meeting places 10100 A.M. St. Peter's. 

Brier Island, Digby Co. 
Time and meeting place: 

Leaders Wickerson Lent. 
Westport Ferry Wharf. lOsOO A.M. 

SPONSORED BY CAPE BRETON BRANCH& 
May 13; 

May 29• 

Donkin area. Leader: Mrs. MacLean. 
Time and meeting place: 6:00-7130 A.M. Heavy Water Plant. 

Ball's Creek Area. Leader: Mr. Hay. 
Time and meeting places 6 - 7:30 A.M. Junction Routes 

If. and 5'. 

Glace Bay Area (all day) 
Time and meeting place: 
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Ma;v 27s 

June 8: 

Horne's Road area. Leader: Mr. Gibbons. 
Time and meeting place: 6 - 7t30 A.M. Chisholm's Store, 

Mira Ferry. 

Ingonish Area (all day). Leader: Mr. Neily. 
Time and meeting place: 9:00 A.M. Park Headquarters. 

On the June 29th trip, Ross Dobson, park naturalist, has 
promised to give a short talk on the natural history of the area 
and to have a preliminary list of birds ready. A limited number 
of camp sites are available in the Park and motels are located at 
Liverpool and Annapolis Royal 4o and 30 miles away, respectively. 

For the August 17 field day at Pt. Michaud, the choice 
of a meeting place sounds rather indefinite, but St. Peter's is 
a small village and we should have little trouble locating each 
other. There is a motel at St. Peter's about 15 miles from Pt. 
Michaud and others at Port Hastings and Hawkesbury less than 4o 
miles distant. 

NOTE TO LEADERS OF FIELD TRIPS 

It would be graceless indeed to criticize those kind people who are 
giving their time and exercising their patience on our behalf, This is a 
plea, rather, for !!le!:!!. time and patience immediately, with a view to less 
of both needed in the long run. 

The kind people referred to are the leaders o:f our Field Day 
expeditions, the experts from whom I, at SJ1Y rate, have leamed most that I 
know of bird identification. 

It is hard for an experienced bird-watcher to realize, or remember, 
the difficulties of a beginner. Let me outline a s::l tuation. We are trudging 
through a woods road, watching our precarious footing, when the leader 
suddenly stops, lifts his glasses and says1 "Ah, there he is, a male in 
bright plumage". Hastily you up your glasses and sweep the treetops. "'fuere, 
where?" "There, in that spruce tree." Oh' s and Ah I s from other members of 
the expedition fill you with anguished frustration -~ spruce tree? - but 
finally, with luck, the bird comes into view - a largish brown bird, with a 
rosy breast, a heavy bill, feeding on spruce cones. You watch, entranced, 
8lld suddenly realize that the party has moved on. What did he say it was? 
Something red - a Red-breasted Merganser? A quick look in your Peterson makes 
that seem unlikely, so you hurry after the rest, and catch them up just as 
they have finished inspecting another bird, Panting, you ask the leader, 
"What was that bird, that bird we just saw, sir?" "A Ruby-crowned Kinglet", 
he replies, with a touch of impatience, unaware of your recent absence. So 
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;you may go for years, under the impression that a Ruby-crowned Kinglet is a 
largish brown bird, with a :rosy breast, who likes to eat spruce cones. 

The situation is even more difficult when it comes to song identification. 
With experience, an expert learns to tune out incessant repetitive cal.ls, 
enabling him to distinguish a fainter, more distant song, and so it·l!llcy 
happen that the clear incisive whistle of the Whitethroat will coincide with 
the leader's voice as he sa;ys "That is a Winter Wren", and again you go about 
for years believing that the Winter Wren sa:,, Oh Dear Canada, Canada, Canada. 

The novice at the end of' the li!>.e f\'li.ff'ere froi,, f,nother hazard, too -
the inaccuracy of hearsay. All too often the bird which starts out at the 
head of the line as a Cmnmon Snipe ends up with you as a Northem Shrike. 

This l!llcy sound ver.1 discouraging, and for a while so it is. Gradually, 
however, things get straightened out, with perseverance on the part of the 
learner, and patience on the part of the teacher. 

Our summer program of Field Tr.I.pa is published in this issue of the 
Newsletter, and I sincerely hope and believe the trips will be well attended 
and greatly enjoyed. To be of maximum benefit to beginnere, and greatest 
satisfaction to leaders, llll9J' I suggest to the former that they stay at the 
head of the line, and to the latter that they concentrate on the individual 
sii!bting end not on the length of the list. And please, please, in the woods 
den 1t say "Look there, in that tree", or, along the shore, "There he is, 
on that rock, stupid, on that ~-" 

lllFOBMATION PLEA.SE! 

Members of the Executive are at present working on a bird-finding·· 
guide fer use of both native and out-of-prevince birders, and in the 
precess are discovering how little they themselves reaJ.ly knew about the 
birding potentialities of many areas in the province. 

This, t~, is a call for helpt If ,you knew of any "hot spots" in 
your area which you would .like to share with others, the l!Hitor would greatly 
apPreoiate heariJi« about them. Such places may be of interest because of 
(aJ particular species found there, (b) rich in a variety of species, (c) 
they .11t8:3 be feeding and resting places for migrants or (d) bottle necks where 

. migrants concent:rate at certain times. 
Arrt. leads en places of this sort, especiaJ.ly if accompanied by a 

brief description and directions on how to reach them will be valuable 
additions to our present small collection. Thank you! 
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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THE CAPE BRETON BRANCH 

The first annual meeting of the Cape Breton Branch of 
the Nova Scotia Bird Society was held on October 27, 1967. Officers 
for the present year are: 

Presidents 

Vice-President: 

Secretary-Treasurer: 

Records Secretary: 

Mrs. Robert G. MacNeil, 82 Martell St., 
Westmoun't. 

Mrs. D. A. MacLean, 52 Catherine St., Glace 
Bay. 

Mrs. C. B. Reid, 87 Rigby Rd., Sydney. 

Mr. Wayne P. Neily, Ingonish Beach7 Victoria 
Coun-cy. 

Through the year we have had an interesting variety of 
programs at our meetings, including Dr. Ian McLaren's commentary 
and slides of "Arctic flora and f'auna 11 , also Dr. George Campbell's 
presentation of 11 The Geological Aspect of Cape Breton Island11 • 

Dr. Campbell's address helped us greatly in understanding the 
ecology of our districts. In April, Const. J. A. Stoner will 
attend our meeting to speak on 11The Migratory Birds Convention 
Act and Regulations". 

Our meeting attendance has increased, bringing us the 
expectation that more people will take an active interest in our 
branch and field trips. 

The Cape Breton branch has contacted the lld.nister for 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development requesting improvements 
to the Glace Bay Bird Sanctuary. 

We now have a monthly birding column, 11For the birds", 
in our local daily paper. Interested persons are asked to con
tribute to the column. 

Unfortunately for the Cape Breton Branch, Rev. Ford 
Alward is no longer in the area. We greatly miss Mr. Alward's 
knowledge and enthusiasm and wish him well in his new pastorate. 

Generally, spring arrives late in Cape Breton, bUt 
already we look forward to our first field trip May 13, when 
hopefully a few birds will be around to sing for us. 

Betty Reid, Secretary-Treasurer 
C.B. Branch, N. s. Bird Society 
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SYl-lPOSIUM ON SABLE ISLAND 

The Nova Scotia Bird Society and the Conservation and Outdoor 
Recreation Association (C.O,R.A,) of Nova Scotia held a joint meeting on the 
evening of January 17, 1968 at the Weldon Law Building, Dalhousie University. 
A panel of ooq>erts gave a series of illustrated ta1ks on Sable Island1 

Dr. F. Medioli Geology 
Dr. M,J, Harvey Vegetation 
Dr, I. McLaren Wildlife 
Mr. M,H. Sarty Horses 

According to Dr, Mediol:I., Sable Island is not a bar of shifting 
sand, but an ancient relic f:rom the ice age, and the sand is a11cho:red on a 
"thick layer of peat, 

Early efforts at farming, followed by the grazing preference of the 
Sable Island ponies for mar:ram grass, may have distUJ:'bed the island's 
stability, Dr, Harvey suggested, and aclded that either camels or walruses 
would be less dangerous in this respect, as indigenous mammals. 

Mr. Sarty, on the other hand, felt strongly that the horses should not 
be disturbed, since th.is is the last stronghold of truly wild horses on the 
oontinent. Their orig:ln on the island remains a mystery. 

Aside from the horses, seals are fairly abundant, both the Atlantic 
Gray Seal and. the Harbor Seal, according to Dr. Ian McLaren, who concluded 
this very interesting discussion with a description of the birds seen on 
Sable Island, during his v:Isi t there during the s1.lllll!ler, 1967. Over a hundred 
species were seen, a dozen or more of which were nesting, chief among them 
being, of course, the Ipswich Sparrow, (See BIIIDING ON SABLE ISLAND, Ian 
McLaren, N,S,B,s. Newsletter, Vol 9, No. 2, page 18, July, 1967) 

Recently we received an appreciation of the Ipswich Sparrow from 
Mrs. Fred And:roschu.k, wife of the officer in charge of the meteorological 
station o.n Sable Island. She writes as follows1 

"I, too, think the Ipswich Sparrow should be called the Sable Island. 
Sparrow. He is not really· an attractive bird, but interesting because of his 
re.rl ty, and I have been happy te have had the opportunity tc get to know him 
so well. 

Now, with winter here, as I look out of our living room windows, I 
see many Ipswich Sparrows on the ground very near the house, feeding upon 
scraps I throw out daily. If the scraps are large enough, they like to hop 
up e.nd sit on them while pecking away, a ha.bit I find most engaging. They are 
tame birds, and give the impression of being at home, as much as to say "This 
is our Island, we live here", They like to go in under the juniper, and when 
it is covered with snow, will make holes and dart in under where it is much 
cosier, sheltered from the winter winds. 

In summer, when the grass is very high, they pop out at you as you 
walk along, as if asserting their proprietorship, and scold you for invading 
their privacy, giving their characteristic Chip, Tsit, Tsit. 

The fact that these little birds call the Island home gives me a 
cem.forting feeling that we are not so lonely and remote as we are supposed to 
be. Indeed, many different birds come here, and s.eem happy to rest on fence 
posts or the radio antennae or any good substitute for a tree, of which there 
are none on the Island. It is one of our great pleasures to watch them, and 
we have learned to identify quite a number, with the aid of our growing 
collection of bird books," 

E:l.eanor Androschuk 



APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 

The Executive ha.s recently acted upon two suggestions made some time 
a.go by two of our members, One coming frot, Col, "Jlob" Sutton of Musquodoboi t 
Harbour is that regional consultants be appointed who would be "on call" to 
assist local observers in bird identification and, in general, represent the 
Society in their area. The second suggestion, from Dr, Harrison Lewis, was that 
lists be compiled of all bird sped.es recorded for each county of the province 
and that this project be carried out as local efforts under the direction of 
one Society member in each of the counties. 

Like all great bodies, the E:cecutive moved ponderously, but has at 
last taken action and appointed representatives who wiil combine the two 
functions of local consultant and County List Compiler. 

The names of those who have kindly consented to act are given below, 
together with addresses and phone numbers1 

Annapolis County: 

Cape Breton County1 

Colchester County1 

Cumberland County 1 

Digby County 1 

G~sborough County 1 

Halifax County 1 

Rev. Calder Fraser 
Lawrence town 
Phone: 584-3586 

W.E. Whitehead 
Round Hill 
Phone: 532-2878 

Mrs. D.A. MacLean 
52 Catherine st. 
Glace Bay 
Phone: 849-5362 

Martin G. Mcl!ally 
72 Brunswick St. 
Truro 
Phone 1 893-2898 

Miss E, Lowerison 
72 Church St. 
Amherst 
Office phone 1 667-8780 

Miss Louise Daley 
164 Queen St. 
Digby 
Phone: 245-4543 

Mrs. Eileen Armsworthy 
Hazel Rill 
Phone : Canso 1 30 

Mrs, S,K. Jarvis 
Canso 
Phone: Canso 72 

'vl.J, Hills 
957 Marlbo:rough Ave, 
Halifax 
Phone: (office) 429-6111 

(home) 422-2287 
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Han.ts County: 

Antigonish & Inverness 
Counties1 

Kings County 1 

Lunenburg County: 

Pictou County: 

Queens County: 

Richmond County: 

Shelburne Co=ty: 

Victoria Countys 

Ya.mouth County1 

Col. R. Sutton 
Riverside Lodge 
Musquodoboit llaxbou:r 
Phone1 Musq. Ha:r. 46 

C,R.K, Allen (pro.tem.) 
5724 South St. 
Halifax 
Phone1 (office) 423-6747 

(home) 423-3090 

Dr. A,J, Erskine (pro.tern.) 
Canadian Wildlife Services 
Sackville, N.B. 
Phones (office) 536-2025 

(home) 536-0559 

Dr. R.W. Tufts 
1 3 Highland St, 
Wolfville 
Phone 1 542-307 3 

Mrs. Geo, Snyder 
Crouseto'Wll 
Phone1 LaHave 688-2158 

Mrs, Fred Kenney 
Springville 
Phone: Hopewell 89-2 

Dr, H.F. Tufts 
Riverhead 
Phone: Port Mouton 16-3 

'Murdock D.igout 
St. Peter's 
Phone1 63 

Dr. Harrison F. Lewis 
Sable River 
Phone I Lockeport 6-2962 

Wayne P. Neily 
Cape Breton Highlands National Parle 
Ingonish 
Phone1 114 

J. Israel Pothier 
Lr. Wedgeport 
Phone: 663-25ao 

It will be noted from the above that Antigonish, Rants and 
Inverness Counties are in need of resident representatives. Volunteers will 
be welcomed with open a=! 
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BANDING RAVENS 

by R. W. Tufts 

The status of the Common Raven (C lis) 
in Nova Scotia might be described as a er 
means uncommon. Though usually seen n pa rs or ass ng es, ere 
are times when they do get together in large congregations. Such 
occup when abundant food is displayed at a given spot, as well as 
when they gather at night roosts. The latter, however, in the 
writer 1 s many years of field observations have been noted only a 
few times, while with crows such are of common occurrence. 

Cyril Coldwell, of Gaspereau, King's County, has, during 
the past few years, been carrying out some fact-finding studies 
regarding the habits and daily routine of ravens. His initial 
step was the construction of a well-designed, large (10 feet square 
on the ground and six feet high) trap device. He placed it in an 
open field near the rear of his extensive fa.rmlandsi about a quar
ter of a mile (as the raven flies) from his home. tis located 
on high ground which makes it clearly visible and by using bino
culars he can see from his window-side armchair if any birds have 
entered. 

For bait he uses the viscera of slaughtered cattle. 
Some of these are distributed outside the trap as 11drawing cards 11 

while pieces of the more choice cuts are placed inside the trap. 
As an inducement to new-comers to go inside, a few already-trapped 
birds are left inside overnight. These are replaced for a similar 
period by some of next day's catch. 

Since beginning operations on January 2, 1965, and up to 
February 23, 1968, he has trapped and banded no less than 1094 
ravens, plus a much smaller number of crows. It appears that the 
ravens clearly dominate the situation and though at no time has 
any actual conflict between the species been noted, it is probably 
well-known by the crows that their presence about the food supply 
is resented by the larger species and that it will not be lightly 
tolerated. 

What factual information has all this labour-of-love 
revealed? None of startling importance so far, perhaps, but among 
other things it has tended to confirm the long-held belief that 
ravens stay mated for long periods if not for life. Such 1s 
indicated by the fact that on a number of occasions two ravens 
have entered the trap on the same date and were both found therein 
again months later at the same time. There is strong evidence 
here that these 11pairs 11 had travelled together for a considerably 
long period. 

In connection with bird-banding the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, at Washington, is the official headquarters in the U.S.A., 
while the Canadian Wildlife Service sponsors it in Canada. These 
bodies have arbitrarily ruled that a bird which is retaken in the 
same trap within three months of its original capture, is to be 
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classified as a ";repeat" and no particular signifigance is attached 
to such. But those which are captured after the elapse of three 
months are to be recorded as "recoveries". As cited above, Mr. 
Coldwell has caught and banded 1094 ravens in a little over three 
years. While there have been quite a ntllllber of 11repeats 11 , there 
have been only 7>+ "recoveries". Because ravens are not coveted 
as food nor as sport, hence not hunted as game-birds, and because 
under ordinary circumstances few are shot due to the birds' 
natural wariness, it is not wholly surprising that the recoveries 
have been so few. But when this number, 7>+, has been broken down, 
we find that 4l+ of them were retaken in the trap and released. 
The 30 others were killed; 10 in King 1 s County; six in Rants; five 
in Halifax; three in Lunenburg; two each in Cumberland and Pictou 
Counties; and one each in Annapolis and Digby Counties. From this 
it is abundantly apparent that in Nova Scotia ravens are sedentary 
creatures. 

Mr. Coldwell is to be commended for the efficient manner 
in which he is conducting this study project and the results of 
his continued work will be watched for by members of the Nova 
Scotia Bird Society and other interested bird students. 

LATE FALL AND WINTER BIRDS 

1967-68 IN NOVA SCOTIA. 

COmiON LOONS which were normal in the fall continued to 
be so during the winter, while RED-THROATED LOONS, scarce in 
October, were seen no more after that month except for 2 on 
Nov. ll at Cape Sable (Mills) and a very late straggler at Pt. 
Michaud on Jan. 21 (Digout). Reports at hand could also indicate 
a scarcity of winter RED-NECKED GREBES: three 11singles 11 in Cape 
Breton (Neily), several sightings of l to 5 birds in St. Margaret's 
Bay in Feb. and March (Mills), 5 at Lawrencetown Mar. 16 (Allen), 
and 20 at Brier Island Mar. 17 (Lents), which last might be part 
of the spring movement. Reports on HORNED GREBES are scarce, 
but the numbers reported are sometimes fairly high: 11 in Cape 
Breton in late Dec. (Neily), 15 at Cape Sable Nov. 11 (Mills), 
30 in St. Margaret's Bay Feb. 3 (Mills and Allen) and 60 in the 
same locality Feb. 10. Three late PIED-BILLED GREBES were at 
Cole Harbor Nov. 26 (Fullerton) and a very late straggler at 
Herring Cove on Jan. ll+ (Allen). 

The only reports of Tube-noses are of 2 dead birds -
a GREATER SHEARWATER and a LEACH'S PETREL brought to Eileen 
Armsworthy at Hazel Hill, Guys. Co., in early Oct. A late 
immature Gannet was seen off Ingonish Beach on Nov. ~ (Nelly) 
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while 2 adults observed flying east on Mar. 21, 2 miles off 
Duncan's Cove by E. Mills appear to be an early record for this 
species in migration. 

Neily reports that the last GREAT BLUE HERON departed 
from the Ingonish Beach area on Nov. 9. Several tarried long 
beyond their time, however, in south-western Nova Scotia: 1 at 
Sable River Dec. 17, 1 at Thomasville Dec. 31 and 1 at Village
dale Jan. 8 (Lewis in Coastguard)). The first CATTLE EGRET for a 
considerable time is reported from Centreville, Shel. Co. on 
Dec. 14 (Lewis in Coastguard), and the LITTLE BLUE HERON seen at 
Ingonish Beach early last October was still there at the end of 
.the month (Roach). The only BITTERN report is that of a late 
straggler at Kelley's Cove, Yar. Co. on Nov. 18 (illen). 

CANADA GEESE and dabbling ducks had a rough time this 
winter when our two cold snaps sealed the shallow inlets. The 
pre-spring build-up of the former, however, in the Cole Harbor -
Lawrencetown area, seemed to be equal to former years. So far as 
we know, the first spring migrants for this year were 2 BRANT 
reported from Brier Island on Feb. 14 (Lents). These were follow-
ed by 24 the next day and by a flight of 500 on March 12. . 

A large volume of duck observations has produced no real 
rarities, but several oddities. MALLARDS showed up on 2 Christmas 
Counts: 12 at Wolfville Dec. 27, and 1 at Pt. Edward, C.B • .1 
Dec. 29; 4 were at Petpeswick Inlet Nov. 17 (Mills), 15 at Big 
Island, Pie. Co. Nov. 18 (E. Doull), and 2 at Melbourne, Yar. Co. 
on Nov. 19 (Allen). Reports on wintering BLACK l.lJCKS indicate 
that they are holding their own as compared to last winter, but 
are still well 1 down 1 from what they were in the early 60 1 s. One 
of the oddities mentioned above is a pair of AMERICAN WIDGEON 
which appeared in February at Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co., in company 
with a flock of Black Ducks. The drake was first seen on Feb.½
and was joined by a female on Feb. 25 (Fullerton and Hinds). 
Another of this species was found dead near Hazel Hill on Mar. 7 
(Armsworthy). A few EINTAIL wintered as usual ln widely separated 
areas from Cape Breton to Shelburne Co., and GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
lingered until late November with one straggler still at the Glace 
Bay Sanctuary on Dae. 26 (MacLea.n & Reids). Another real oddity 
is 6 BLUE-WINGED TEAL in the St. Peter's area from Dec. 20 to 28 
(Digout). The only WOOD DUCK fo:r late fall was one at Three
F'athom Harbor Nov. 26. (E. Cook). GREATER SCAUP did nothing to 
distinguish themselves this year except to begin their late winter 
build up at Three-l''athom Harbor on Jan. 6, over a month earlier 
than usual (Fullerton & Hinds). 

Sidney Smith at Cape Sable reports 11encou:r.aging increases 11 

this year in COl4.MON GOLDE:NEYES, BUFFLEHEADS, OLDSQUAWS and COMMON 
EIDERSl• and the records of other observers certainly support this 
:for Go deneyes and Oldsqua:ws, the latter in particular having been 
reported in much greater nwnbers than during the past four or five 
years. Johnson., incidentally, reports up to 250 Buffleheads in 
Annapolis Battin on Feb. 28 9 and J, s. Erskine saw 4 in Gaspereau 
River in early March - a very unusual occurrence for this locality. 
A BARROW'S GOLDENRYE at Broad Cove Beach, Vic. Co., Nov. 21, is 
the only real duck rarity reported during the period, Sidney 
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SW.th also reports the first spring flight of Common Eiders off 
Cape Sable on March 8, while Eric Mills observed three flocks off 
Halifax Harbor on March 21. 

Stragglers of the three species of Scoters were still 
passing through in late November and the only winter or early 
spring records are of ~'HITE-WINGED SCOTERS, these being from 
Cape Breton - 4 to 11 birds - Dec. 28-31 (Neily) and from the 
Hali.fax area - 1 to I+ birds - during March (Millsl MacLaren a.nd 
Allen). Four RUDDY DUCKS seen by Doane and E. Mi ls in the Cape 
Sable area constitutes the only observation of this species for 
the fall of 167. 

COMMON MERGANSERS 1:n·a reported in late December from 
the Cape Breton area (Neily) and from the Mersey River (Wentzell) 
and again in March in the La:wrenceto-wn area in HaHfax Co., 
increasing in numbers toward the end of the month. (Hinds & Full
.erton). This species is normally absent from the coastal areas 
of N. s. during January and mosJ; of February, and may possibly be 
one of our latest and earliest migrants. RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS 
were as usual, present throughout the winter although several 
observers (Fullerton & Johnson) believe they are less plentiful 
than in 1966-67. 

The big news ruuong the rapt~res this winter was the 
observation of a i\r~~~ at Elmsdale, Hants Co., on Feb. 10 
by Barbara Grantmyre. , d was well seen and the naked red 
head clearly visible. This recalls the bird of the same species 
caught in a muskrat trap at La.11:e La.Rose,Arma. Co., in 1966 
(Newsletter, Vol. 8, No. 1). 

Four wintering GOSHAWKS fell to the binoculars of hardy 
bird-watchers during the winter in Liverpool on Nov, 11, Tusket 
Jan. 3, Inverness Co., Feb. 6 and Cole Harbor Illar. l+ (Allen, 
Hurlburt, Neily & Wentzell), thus appearing twice as often as 
their generally more colllfllon relatives, the Slli\.RP-SHINNED HAWKS, 
which were only reported twice: lat Kentville Dec. 27 (Christmas 
Count), and 1 at Tusket Jan. 25 (Hurlb rt). A COOPER'S HAWK~ 
reported twice on the salll€ date - Nov. 26 - by Allen and Fullerton 
in the Cole Harbor - Chezzetcook area, may have been the same 
bird. Wintering RED-TAILED HAWKS appeared in five localities: 
1 or 2 in Cape Breton Nov. through Feb, (MacDonald & Neily) , l 
seen throughout the winter in Hali.fax city (E. Doull et al), 1 at 
Cole Harbor - Lawrencetown Jan. 20 and Feb. 24 (Allen and Fuller
ton, l near Roseway Nov. 12 (Mills) and 1 at Yarmouth Jan. 9 
(Sollows). That these rodent-eaters sometimes vary their diet is 
shown by the fact that the Roseway bird was observed while eating 
a Robin and its Yarmouth colleague dining on a Starling. 

A lone and late BROAD-WINGED HAWK is reported near 
Karsdale on Dec. 13 by J. Johnson who mentions that he has in the 
recent past seen one spring flight and two autumn flights of hawks 
which appeared to be of this species a.long the ridge of the North 
Mountain. Two ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS wcre at Big Island, Pictou Co. 
on Nov. 18 and 19 (E. Doull) and lat Lawrencetown March 9 
(Fullerton). 
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Most BALD EAGLE sightings come expectedly from Cape 
Breton where Gladys MacLean reports "lots" near Baddeck and 
Gittens and Neily sighted up to 1~ in one day in the East Bay 
district during a survey by plane on Jan. 28. Gittens (per 
Neily) also reports the amazing number of over 100 in the same 
general area during a survey flight in early Dec. Two adults and 
1 immature wintered in the Cole Harbor-Chezzetcook area, prob
ably eking out an existence on the cripples from ·the flocks of 
Black Ducks and Canada Geese who make this place their winter 
headquarters (Full,erton & Hinds). One bird, possibly of this 
trio, was, however, observed in the act of overpowering an 
apparently healthy adult Black-backed Gull on the ice of Bedford 
Basin on Feb. 25 (Allen). Other winter sightings are of singles 
or of two birds at Sable River (Harlow) and Big Island, Pictou co. 
(E. Doull). 

According to correspondents, MARSH HAWKS. tarried late 
this fall and at least one elected to spend the winter. Singles 
were seen at Round Bay, Nov. 12 (Doane & Mills), at Pinclmey 1s 
Pt. Nov. 19 and E. Pubnico Dec. 9 {illen). One was seen on 
Dec. 8 and 15, and again on Jan. 20 and Feb. 20 at Sable River 
(Freeian and Harlow) while two hard-to-classify birds appe~red in 
early March; one on the 3rd at the Hawk (N. Cunningham) ru:i.d 1 at 
Cole Harbor Mar. 4 (Dicks). 

A very late OSPREY at Broad Cove, Lun. Co. on Oct. 28 
had lagged a fortnight behind the latest date given in Tuft's 
"Birds or Nova. Scotia.11 • 

At least one PIGEON HAWK was seen in Halifax by~ 
observers during the winter, as was another, or the same, in 
Dartmouth and adjacent Cole Harbor. A few SPARROW HAWKS' managed 
to stick it out throughout the worst of the winter in several 
localities; 1 was at Glace Bay on Jan. 12 (MacLea.n), 1 in Halifax 
on the 13th (E. Mills) and l near Sable River on the l~th (Harlow). 
One of this species at the Hawk on Mar. 3 (N. Cumungham) could 
be like the ~.arsh Hawk mentioned above, a wintering bird or an 
early storm-borne arrival. 

Everybody but the sportsman seems to take RUFFED GROUSE 
very much for granted and we usually get few notes on these 
permanent residents. This year, however, reports of two's and 
three 1 s have come from various points in Cape Breton, Picton and 
K s counties. One male, deceived like so100 tree frogs, pussy-
w ws and mayflowers by the spring-like weather, was heard 
drumming on Oct. 21 at Frozen Ocean Lake (R. Dobson). SPRUCE 
GROUSE were reported from three localities: l on Nov. 26 near 
Seaforth, Hfx. Co. (Cooke); 1 at Herl'ing Cove on Dec. 30 and 
again on Jan. 3 (E. Doull); and 1 found dead near Hazel Hill 
(Armsworthy) • 

A most unusual sighting, a CLAPPER RAII,, Dec. 29 was 
flushed at close range in a salt marsh, Glace Bay Sanctuary, 
C.B., by A. J. Erskine, who notes that it is a first Cape Breton 
record, and a 1111.f'er11 for him. A VIRGINIA RAIL, picked up dead, 
at Shag Har. Dec. 2, was reported in the Coastguard by Mrs. 
Bradford Shand. There were 3 COOTS at LG.wrencetow, H:tx. Co. on 



Nov. 26 (Hinds & Fullerton) and l Dec. 11 at Maynards Lake within 
the Dartmouth City limits. 

A single SEMI-PAI.MATED PLOVER at Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co. 
on Dec. 11 (Hinds & Fullerton) was well behind schedule while 3 
KILLDEER in the saine area were probably well ahead of time as 
they appeared just after the strong southerly winds mentioned 
later in this report, which moved up the coast from the vicinity 
ot Nantucket (Allen, MacLaren, Mills). Another bird of this 
species was heard flying over Halifax City on Mar. 7 (Mills). A 
mino.r flood of Killdeer reports this winter indicates the: growing 
abundance o! this bird in the province. The largest number in 
one "sighting" was 12 at Yarmouth Nov. 18 (Allen). Four GOLDEN 
2LOVBR ~re at Lawrencetown, Htx, Co, on Nov, 5 and 2 1n the satae 
place on Nov. ll (Mills et al). A BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER lingered 
at Ingonish BeaQhuntil Nov. 7 (Neily) and another appeared at 
Cole Harbor on Nov. 25 (Mills). 

A COMMON SNIPE held out in an open boggy spot at the 
edge of·Dartmouth until January's severe cold snap from the 8th 
to the 12th (Hinds & Fullerton) and another - either a survivor 
or an early bird, was seen at Brier Island on Mar. 6 (Lents). 

We get the impression - which we are too pressed for 
time to check - that more birds than usual tarried beyond their 
time last fall. C.ertainly 3 SPOHED SANDPIPERS could be included 
among these. One was at Three-Fathom Harbor on Nov. 5 and 1, or 
the same, at nearby Lawrencetown on Dec. ll (Fullerton & Hinds), 
while lat East Bay from the 20th to the 31st of Dec. (Neily & 
Stockley) must be a record. There were several GREATER YELLOW
LEGS in Cape Breton up to Nov. 12 (Neily) while the last reported 
from the Halifax area was lat Petpeswick Inlet on Nov. 17 
(Mills). Six KNOTS at Cape Sable on Jan. 9 (Smiths) were 
extremely late. 

PURPLE SANDPIPERS occurred in flocks of lO to 15 from 
mid-November on, the largest sighting being of 200 at Brier Island 
on Feb. 10 (Lents). Late PECTORAL SANDPIPERS were at Lawrencetown 
one on Nov. 26 (Hinds & Fullerton) and at Ingonish Beach (2) on 
Nov. 21 (Neily) •. WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS, usually rare in the 
Pictou area were reported by Holdway as being present there in 
small numbers through October and early November this year.. One 
was at Ingonish Beach on Nov. 9 and again on Nov. 21 (Neily). 
Four IIJNLIN were also seen in the P1ctou area on Oct. 25 (Holdway) 
and lat Yar1110uth Nov. 18 (Allen). The last date for SEMI
BALMATED SANDP.IPERS at the Glace Bay Sanctuary was Nov. 25 
(MaeLean) and on the same date one was seen in the Cole Harbor 
are• (Mills). 

A ~LED GODWif near St. Peters on Sept. 17 (B. Pigot) 
is outside ereport per od but is included because of the . 
rarity of this species in N. s. A few SANDERLINGS lingered as 
usual well into December, but no wintering birds were reported. 

Single GLAUCOUS GULLS.were reported from Cheticamp Har. 
on Dec. 7 and Glace Bay Dec. 16 (Neily) while at least 5 wintered 
in Halifax Har. and Bedford Basin (Mills). 
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ICELAND or KUMLEINS GULLS (we cannot on the basis of our 
reports make any distinction), are :reported in small numbers along 
the AtlanUc Coast with the greatest concentrations at Halifax and 
Chetica:mp. Mills estimated over 100 at Halifax on Jan. 13 and 
Neily and MacDonald saw 170 at Chet1camp on Dec. 7. 

Neily reports that GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULLS, though 
common in the Ingonish area through fall and early winter were 
not seen there after early Jan. and that the same applied to 
HERlUNG GULLS. The remarkable total of' 703 RING-BILLED GULLS 
was seen on Dec. 29 in the r,ydney area (Christmas Count) and 
scattered individuals continued to be secn in Capo Breton 
through Dec. and Jan. (Neily). 

BLACK-HEADED CULLS appeared in their usual win.taring 
places in Glace Bay Sanctuary, Halifax waterfront and nearby 
Lawrencetown, the first racord 'being Oct. 30 Glace Bay 
(l'l.tacLea.n) and the largest number seen being at Lawrencetown 
(Allen, MacLa.ren & Mills). ¥iar. 17 a number of these birds 
had already acquired their chocolate-brown heads. 

Several KITTIWAKES were seen in inshore waters during 
the Halifa."'< West Christmas Count on Dec. 30, and Mills saw 14+ 
during a cruise from Halifax Harbour to st. :Margaret's Bay on 
Feb. 12. Reports on :Sonaparte's Gulls were scarcer than usual 
this winter; l was seen in Bedford Basin on Nov. 25 (.Mills) and 
l at Cape Sable Jan. 7 (Smiths). 

The f.:l.rst THICK-BILLED l,JIJRI'l.E :reported for the season 
was sighted off Lawrcncetown, Hfx, Co. on Jan. 20 (Allen, Fuller
ton), and 8 more the following week, off Englishtown, Vic. Co. 
(Neily). Except for 1 in St. Margaret 1 s Bay ,Tan. 19 (Mills), 
no more were seen inshore, but Dr. Mills reports them fairly 
common in outer Halifax Harbour and along the coast in February 
and March. DOVEKIES wers plentiful along the Atlantic Coast winter 
from early November well into January, and, as usual in a .Doveki~ 
a number were blown inland during the gales. On Dec. 4, the 
Smiths reported 11 1.i terally thous a.rids 11 1 close in at Cape Sable. 
A few BLACK GUILLEMOTS fished the inshore waters, December to 
March, most of our reports coming from Cape Breton (Neily) and 
the St. Margaret's Bay-Halifax Harbour area (Allen, Doull, M.ills). 
By March 21, Dr, Mills reports about 5056 of them coming into 
breeding plumage. Our 11Cover Bird" the COMMON PUFFIN is twice 
recorded this winter; 1, dead, was brought to Eileen Armsworthy 
for identification at Hazel Hill, Guys. Co., on Oct. 25; and l 
was sighted of'f Halifax Harbour Feb. 12, by Eric ¥.ills. 

Reports of the MOURNING DOVJ:;; have fallen off, eight onl.y 
were receivedt of 33 birds, including those seen on Christmas 
Counts. Distribution was general, 2 Oct. 29, Villagedalei Shel. 
Co. (Richardson); 4, Nov. 9, the Hawk (Cunningham); 3 tot>, Oct. 
and Nov. Hazel Hill, Guys. Co. (Armsworthy), 1, Nov. 17, near 
Chezzetcook, Hfx. Co. (E. Hills); 1, Nov. 19, Big Island, Pictou 
Co. (Doull); 1, Nov. 27, Tusket, Yar. Co. (Hurlburt), 8 to 10, 
Dec. 29, Sheffield .Mills, King 1s Co. (Stephens), and 1, Dec. and 
early Jan., Halifax (Hardie, per Mills). 
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Only a few SNOWY OWLS settled in Nova Scotia this season, 
although a good flight was reported in New Brunswick (Christie). 
The Smiths at Cape Sable had 1 7 (instead of their usual "several") 
the day after Christmas. At Brier Island there was 1, Feb. 10, 
and then 6, Mar. 17, according to the Lents. A BARRED OWL was 
included on the Wolfville Christmas Cowit; a SHORT-EA.1'\ED OWL was 
twice seen back of the dunes at Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co., Jan. 20, 
and Feb. 3 {Allen, Fullerton)· and Harry Brennan reports both a 
BORE.AL and a SAW-WHET OWL early in March, at Springville, Pie. Co. 

The BELTED KINGFISHER is rare but regular in winter in 
Nova Scotia, and six of them were seen this year: 1, Nov. 12, 
east of Cape Sable (E. Mills); l, Dec. 31, Jan. 3, near the North 
West Arm, Halifax (E. Doull); 1, Dec. 7, Karsdale, Anna, co. 
(J. Johnson); 1, at least, Nov. 11 through Feb. 10, near Glen 
Margaret, Hfx. Co. (Allen); and 1, Mar. 4, Musqµodoboit Harbour, 
Hfx. Co, (Allen). The Glen Margaret bird was doing well that 
fine mild afternoon, perched above the smelt fishermen in the 
cove. Also doing well was a considerable assemblage of loons, 
grebes, mergansers, oldsquaw and gulls sharing the open water 
with the humans, all busy with what looked like a rich harvest, 

Winter bird-watchers, some of them trudging through the 
forest on snowshoes, saw very few woodpeckers again this year. A 
PILEATED WOODPECKER was reported at Ingonish late November {Neily), 
another at Sunken Lake Rd., King 1 s Co., Dec. 3 (P. Eaton), and 
another at Springville, Pie. Co., Feb. 29 (Brennan). A rarity, a 
strayed RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, seen at Elmsvale Oct. 21 and 22, 
was reported and well described by Mrs. Lewis Reid of Middle 
Musquodoboit, Hfx. Co. In spite of their scarcity in the woods, 
both the HAIRY and DOWNY WOODPECKER received frequent mention 
at feeders, generally distributed, l or 2 being present November 
through March. These were seen at Sable River, Shel. Co., 
(Shel. Coastguard)White Point, Queens Co. (Doggett), Halifax city 
(several) , Dartmouth (McMullen) , Hazel Hill I Guys. Co. (Armsworthy) , 
Pictou (Holdway) and Glace Bay (MacLean). There were 6 Ha~rys 
counted on Brier Island Feb. 10, by the Lents. At Kejimkujik, 
the Park Naturalists, Dobson and Rowter 1 report 2 BLACK-BACKED 
THREE-TOED WOODPECKERS, seen Nov. 7, 1967, 

Three wide-ranging WESTl!JRN KINGBIRDS. appeared in coastal 
regions last fall, 1 at Grand Desert, Hfx. Co. (Helleiner) 1 and 
2 at Shelburne (Robertson) Oct. 28 and 29; and a 
CATCHER, perhaps a New Brunswicker, appeared at V 
Shel. Co. Nov. 13 (Richardson). Good numbers of 
were a welcome sight throughout the silent season1 
at Pictou, 66, on Oct. 25 (Holdway); 20+ Nov. 11 in the Cape 
Sable area (E. Mills); then 10 on the island itself (Cape Sable) 
Dec. 17 (S!lli ths); 97 on the Wolfville Christmas Count, and 8 on 
the Margaree Christmas Count. A small flock (6) was seen 
regularly on Conrad 1 s Beach, Hfx. Co., Nov. 11 to Feb. 24 (Doull, 
Mills, Allen). 

A TREE SWALLOW was picked up on the shore of the North 
West Arm, at Pine Hill, Halifax, and brought to Dr. Ian McLaren 
for identification on Mar. 3. It was sti11 alive, but died 
shortly afterwards. This is an extraordi.nary record, and, 
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undoubtedly, could be called our first spring arrivttl, among 
passerines, except that the swallow was probably the unfortunate 
victim of circumstances, and did not come of its o-wn accord. A 
storm with south and south-east winds up to 50 mph, and higher at 
sea, moved up the coast from Nantucket during the previous two 
days, and almost certainly brought the bird along, willy-nilly. 

Back to our regular winter residents, the GRAY JAY and 
the BLUE JAY are reported as present in normal numbers generally 
throughout the province, both in the wild and at feeders. Recently 
Blue Jay numbers have been building up (witness a report from 
Elizabeth Doull of 24 Blue Jays in one tree, seen in Halifax: on 
Marcil 20). Our RAVEN and CROW have also been recorded as being 
present in normal numbers. C.R.K. Allen reports a possible 
autumn movement of the Common Crow, Nov. 18, at Chebogue Point, 
Yar. Co., when a concentration of ,oo to 600 birds was noted in 
the area; and also reports a spring build-up of the CoDOn Raven, 
at the Piggery, Dartmouth, on March 2. The BLACK-CAPPED and 
BOREAL CHICKADEE maintained their numbers, according to A. J. 
Erskine and W. Neily in Cape Breton (descriQed there as abundant); 
also in Pictou and Guysborough Counties (Holdway and Arms-worthy), 
Halifax: County (Dicks, Mills and others), Round Hill, Anna. Co. 
(Whitehead), and Brier Island (Lents). At the last named local
ity, Boreal outnumbered Black-capped 35 to 10 during a February 
count. All feeder reports mentioned either or both species. 
Captain Holdway 1 s coilllllemt was that 11roving bands of Chickadees 
appeared in March, one bi.rd with a brilliant white tail. 11 It was 
good to have the WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH back with us again, well 
reported generally, and the RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH said to be 
commoner than usual in most localities, 1 or 2 at the feeders, and 
flocks of 6 to 20 seen regularly on field trips. Neily mentioned 
a possible scarcity in northern Cape Breton. 

A HOUSE WRElf (our third report this year of this species, 
unusual in Nova Scotia), was seen at Cape Sable Nov. 2 (Smiths) 
and a WINTER WEN in the Cape Sable area Nov. :11 (a late sighting) 
by E. Mills. Another probable SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN was seen 
and well described by Evelyn Richardson at Villagedale, in early 
December, as reported in the Shelburne Coastguard by H.F. Lewd.s. 
The Short-billed Marsh Wren collected on Seal Island Oct. 2, 1967, 
was sent to Ottawa for positive identification, and has been duly 
documented as a first record for Nova Scotia. (See N.S.B.S. NeWS• 
letter, Nov., 1967.) 

MOCKINGBIRDS appear to be scarce, 4 (only) reports have 
come ins 1, Oct. 28, Sydney Mines (G. and M. Hay); 1, Nov. 11, 
Lower Sandy Pt., Shel. Co. (Hamilton! Shel. Coastguard); 1, 
Nov. 14-27, Yarmouth (Sollows); and , through January, Shelburne 
town (Robertson, Shel. Coastguard). Three BROWN THRASHERS stayed 
the winter and one may have survived. Reports of the big birds 
are as follows: 1, Nov. 10, Glace Bay (MaeLean); 1, Nov. 27, 
Marlborough Woods, Halifax ·(E. Doull) i the same or another bird 
being seen again here Dec. 31, last sighted Jan. 31 and 1, Jan. 
and early Feb. at Marion Bridge, Cape Breton Co. (Hussey). 
ROBINS were flocking in large numbers u.p to mid-November (Allen, 
Mills, Erskine), and there are many December reports of l or 2 
still around. However, reports such as 111, 1till Jan. 5'11 , Hazel 
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Hill (Aruworthy}; 111 or 2 up to Jan. 1311 , Dartmouth (McMullen), 
could indicate that the cold spell took its toll even among the 
robins. Only a few Feb. and March reports have come in, of one 
bird each, at Round Hill (Whitehead), Villagedale (Richardson, 
Shel. Coastguard), Sydney (H. Hopkins), and near Dartmouth (Hinds 
and Fullerton). One bird appeared Mar. 2 on Cape Sable, where 
none had been seen since December (Smiths). 

In spite of efforts to provide adequate food and shelter 
for it, the WOOD THRUSH at the Sollows', Wyman Rd., Yar. Co., did 
not survive the early January deep freeze. It was present from 
Nov. 17 to Jan. 71 a most unusual visitor, winter or summer, 
although more are being seen of late years in the south end of 
the province and they are said to be moving into New Brunswick 
(Christie). A few late winter stragglers of the fil!Jru,Ul' mmsn 
appeared on Cape Sable, the latest there being 1, Dec. 3 (Smiths). 
O:n Dec. 16, J. c. Morrow saw a Hermit Thrush at Boulderwood! 
Halifax County. Mr. Morrow is quoted in the Birds of Nova Beotia 
by Robie Tufts as having seen a Hermit Thrush in this vicinity on 
Nov. 25, 1955. Another is reported at a feeder in Glace Bay, 
Dec. 30 to Jan. 6, (MacLeod), and 1 was seen on the Halifax Ee:st 
Christmas Count. The GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET, usually dependable 
on winter field trip lists, appeared on very few this year af'ter 
December. Largest numbers reported are 10+ in the Cape Sable 
area Nov. 11 and 12 (E. Mills), and good numbers on several of 
the Christlll&'s counts, the highest being 18 on the Eskasoni count. 
Erskine reports them very rare since Jan. 1. The migratory 
species, the RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET1 is twice reported, 1 seen 
Dec. 20 and 22, Halifax (E. DoullJ, and 3, Dec. l to Feb. 15, at 
a :feeder in Sydney (Reid). Late records for the WATER PIPIT are 
17, Nov, 11; ·Lmrrencetowni Hf:x:. Co, (Allen); 3, Nov. 25, Cole 
Barbour, Htx. Co. (E. Mils), and 1, Jan. 9, Cape Sable (Smiths). 
A B~AN WAXWING was seen on Jan. 1, during the Bad.deck Christ
mas ounti and a NORTHERN SHRIKE Dec. 30, on the National Park 
(IngonisbJ count. Neily reports a Northern Shrike, seen late 
November north of Ingonish, and another was seen Jan. 20, at Cole 
Hubour. (Allen) • 

.An ORANGE-CR,QWNED WARBLER, a most unusual visitor at any 
time, was seen on Dec. 4, by Dr. B. K. Doane. The bird was 
observed for approximately 2 hours, 10 feet away, feeding on 
suet scraps on the ground beneath a feeder. PARULA WARBLERS 
were seen. this fall, Nov. 7, at Cape Sable (Smiths), and 1, 
Nov. 27, at Glace Bay (MacLean). As usual, a. number of MYRTLE 
WARBLERS wintered with us, and are reported, l or 2 birds each, 
from Round Hill (Whitehead), Ingonish (Neily), Cole Harbour (Allen}, 
Villagedale (Richardson), in Nov. and Dec., and larger numbers 
through the winter in Yar. Co. (Sollows). A-Myrtle was seen on 
Mar. 7, feeding in an alder thicket near Pictou (Holdway). PALM 
WARBLERS stayed late, there were 5 seen in the Cape Sable area 
Nov. 11, and 2 more near Conrad's Beach, Hfx. Co., Nov. 17 and 24 
(E. tills); l seen around Halifax city Nov. 27, Dec. 20 and 22 
(E. Doull); 1, Dec. 24 at Villagedale (Richardson), and 1, Dec. 31, 
at Hazel Hill (Armsworthy). A late YELLOWTHROAT was noted near 
Dartmouth Nov. 11 (Allen). Three YELLOW-BREASTED CHATS are 
mentioned: 1, Nov. 9, Shelburne (Robertson, Coastguar~); 1, 
Nov. 11, Dartmouth Piggery (Dobson); and 1, Dec. 31, Glace Bay 
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(MacLean). A HOODED WARBLER stayed around at Cape Sable Nov. 2 
to 13 (Smiths, see 11Letters"), and a late .AMERICAN REDSTART was 
present in the Dartmouth area Nov. 11 (Allen). 

From Pictou, Captain Eric Holdway reports HOUSE SPARROWS 
as comparatively uncommon, and no longer a nuisance at feeding 
stations. Has anyone else taken note lately of a scarcity of the 
House Sparrow? They seem as plentiful as usual in Halifax and 
vicinity, and are mentioned as present universally at 11in town" 
feeders around the province. Captain Holdway added a surprising 
comment, that he found 8 dead House Sparrows during the cold 
spell. 

An EASTERN MEADOWLARK was seen at Cape Sable Nov. 9 
(Smiths) and another, or perhaps the same one, in the Cape Sable 
area Nov. 11 (E. Mills). At Round Hill, Anna. Co., 1 was seen on 
Nov. 9 and again (or another) on Nov. 21 (Whitehead). Most RED
WINGED BLACKBIRDS were gone by November. C.R.K. Allen noted a 
mixed flock of 1000+ Redwings and Cowbirds at Chebogue Pt., Yar. 
Co. on Nov. 1.8. Other reports are of 2, Nov. 17, and 1, Dec. 3, 
Cape Sable (Smiths); and 21, Nov. 26 in the Chezzetcook area, 
Hfx. Co. (Allen). Winter reports are of 1, Feb. 15, at feeder, 
Glace Bay (MacLean), several others said to be around town at the 
same time; and of 5, Feb. 25, at Lower Burlington, Hants Co. 
(Allen). 

The effect upon birdlife of our early January blizzard 
and sub-zero weather was particularly dramatic in the case of the 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE. These birds were seen in fair numbers in the 
Glace Bay-Sydney area, around Halifax, and in Shelburne and 
Yarmouth counties throughout November and December. Up to 30 
birds were reported at feeders in Glace Bay in December, and in 
Tusket, Yar. Co., Helen Hurlburt had 5 at once on Dec. 4. Not 
one was seen alive arter Jan. 15, and 2 were found dead (frozen) 
on that date, one in Shelburne Co. by Mrs. Fred Doane (Shelburne 
Coastguard) and one in Yarmouth town, reported by Mary Clulee in 
the Yarmouth Light-Herald. The same story has come from up and 
down the Eastern Seaboard, where the severe weather was general. 

Like the Redwings, the RUSTY BLACKBIRDS departed before 
or during November, but a few lingered and may have fared better 
than the Orioles. Winter reports are: 2, Dec. 29 and 1, Dec. 30 
Dartmouth (~.cMullen) ; 1, Dec. 6, Sable River (Freeman, Coastguard~; 
and 2 at feeder through Jan., Sydney (Reid). A few COMMON GRACKLES 
were still here in November:. 1, Cape Sable Nov. 2 (Smiths); 2, 
Liverpool, Nov. 19 (Wentzell); and 1, Big Intervale, Vic. Co., 
Nov. 9 (Neily). A fair-sized flock stayed in Dartmouth all ~inter, 
noted by several of our reporters. Dr. R. E. McMullen writes that 
in their vicinity the flock of l+, Nov. ll, rose to 75 to 100 by 
Dec. ll+, and diminished to 7, Feb. 19. At least 20 Grackles were 
recorded in Dartmouth on March 2 (Allen, McLaren, Mills). 11Sev
eral11 were seen in Glace Bay on Jan. 10 (McLean); 3 to 15 stayed 
around Hazel Hill, Guys. Co. throughout the winter (Armsworthy); 

, l was seen Jan. 3 at Herring Cove, Hfx. Co. (Doull); and 1 at 
Pictou Jan. 7 (Holdway). The BROWN-P.EADED COWBIRD was present, 
but not noted as numerous, throughout the winter, the only flocks 
of any size reported being one of 30 around Dartmouth, 35 seen at 
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Neils Harbor, Cape Breton, on a Christmas Count, and 35 to l+O 
at the Doggett feeder in Liverpool. 

A DICKCISSEL appeared at the Hurlburt feeder 1n Tusket, 
Yar. Co., Oct. 7, another at the Topples', Lake Loon, Hfx. Co., 
Nov. 6 until the Grosbeaks drove it away· and a third stayed at 
the Allens, Halifax, frolii late Nov. to ~d-Dec. The story on the 
EVENING GROSBEAK is rather interesting. Joseph Johnson reported 
these birds abundant in the Annapolis Valley in October, very 
scarce since then. In other parts of the province they arrived 
later. At the Topples' feeder, at Lake Loon, Dartmouth, the first 
report, of 2, a male and a female, came on Oct. 16, One bird 
stayed at Cape Sable Nov. 1 and 2 (Smiths), and 1 was seen in the 
Cape Sable area Nov. 12 (ID. Mills). Four more came to the Topples' 
feeder Nov. 6, and the first 3 seen at the Chutes 1 in Halifax 
showed up on. Nov. 12. Two appeared at Hazel Hill, Guys. Co., 
early in November (Armsworthy) and Dicks saw 20 in Dartmouth 
Nov. 28. After this scatter, the Grosbeaks began to arrive in 
earnest. By Dec. 3, the Chutes' flock had risen to 30, and 
s1111Ultaneously on Dec. 6, reports came from Yarmouth, Shelburne, 
Halifax, Dartmouth, Round Hill and Al!!herst of flocks of 6 to 30 
birds, just arrived (Stubbert, Harris, Dobson, McMullen, White
head, Lowerison). 

First reports for Cape Breton were in early December, 
and flocks in Sydney numbered 30 to 60 birds by February (Reid, 
Hopkins). In Pictou, Holdway reports Grosbeaks numerous from 
Jan. 2 to late Mar., 60 birds in the largest flock. Terry 
Wentzell reported a fairly large flock at Liverpool on Jan. 27, 
and Vera Sallows wrote on Feb. 27 that they had the first flock 
in years, at Yarmouth. On Feb. 2, the Topples reached an all
time high of 105 birds. The Grosbeaks are still around at the 
time of writing (Mar. 25). 

The PURPLE FINCH disappeared almost completely early 
last October. Aside from 4 seen at Liverpool Nov. 5 (Wentzell) 
and 6 at the Halifax dump Jan. 13 (E. Mills), only reports of 
single birds have been received, one each on the Wolfville and 
Halifax Christmas counts Dec. 27; lat the Horobin feeder Jan. 16, 
Dartmouth! and lat the Chant feeder Feb. 25, Glace Bay. In 
south Halifax, a Purple Finch was heard singing Feb. 22 
(Helleiner) • 

A. J. Erskine's prediction of an "explosion" of PINE 
GROSBEAKS(because of success in nesting last summer), appears to 
have bean justified, for example: 4, Nov. 11, Cole Harbor (Allen); 
15+, November, Hazel Hill, (Armsworthy); 1 to 17, Nov. and Dec., 
various Cape Breton localities (Neily); 12, Dec. 9, Tusket 
(Allen); 13l Dec. 24l Round Hill (Whitehead); 6, Jan. 6, Pictou 
(Holdway); 2, Jan. 2, Halifax south end (Doull); 12, Feb. 8, 
Sable River (Harlow, Coastguard)i 8, Feb. 12, Liverpool (Wentzell). 
Other reports of the usual 2 or 5 birds seen on a trip caliie in, 
but the above sightings were mostly flocks. It is rare to see a 
Pine Grosbeak within the City limits in Halifax, but Ellen 
McFarlane had 8 of these beautiful birds for a while in December, 
budding a silver birch in her garden. The COMMON REDPOLL and 
the PINE SISKIN were very scarce, only 2 reports of the first, 
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and 3 of the latter were rece:l..vedl• Redpoll, 6 on the Wol:fville 
Christmas Count and 1 at the McMu len feeder, Dartmouth, Jan. 8; 
Siskin, 1, Cole Harbor, Hf'x. Co., Nov. 26 (Allen), 12, Jan. 27, 
and 1, Feb. 28 to March 14, at the MacLean feeder, Glaee Bay. Of 
the multitudes of Goldfinches around last summer, very few stayed 
with us. On the Wolfville Christmas Count, 27 AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 
were seem a :nock stayed around the weedy shores of Bedford 
Basin near the Halifax dump all winter, noted by Eric Mills and 
others and varying in size from 30 to 100+ birds. Another small 
flock of 14 was seen at Marion Bridge, Cape Breton Co., Feb. 29 
(Neily), and 4 were seen at Cole Harbor Mar. 4 (Dicks). On Nov. 
26, a large, noisy, restless flock of RED CROSSBILLS caused some 
excitement limlOng birders at Conrad's Beach, Hfx. Co., as reported 
by C.R.K. Allen. It was difficult to count them as they swooped 
about 1 opening and closing their ranks, but there were well over 
100. Mills had seen 8 of these birds in the same place on Nov. 
17, and they have stayed there, up to the present time, up to l+O 
at a time being noted by other obser-vers (Hinds, Fullerton, 
Anketell-Jones). Ten WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS are re.ported as 
seen at Lower Ohio, Shel. Co., Nov. 22 and 24 (Shel. Coastguard); 
l was recorded on the Point Edward Christmas Count and 2, Feb. 17, 
at Martinique Beach (E. Mills). 

At least 3, maybe more, RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEES have spent 
the winter :in Halifax and Dartmouth, and weathered the cold, A 
male and a female Towhee visited the Eaton's feeder at Cole Harbor 
on Nov. 7 and 10. On Nov. 11, one spent a day at the Topples' 
feeder, at Westphal, Dartmouth, but was not seen there again. 
Subsequently, 3 showed up at another feeder in Dartmouth, 2 ma.I.es 
and 1 female, as reported by Ethel Crathorne, and may still be 
there. In Halifax, a Towhee appeared at the Stanfields', Nov. 30, 
and it, or another was seen Dec. 3 and after along beside the 
railway cutting, south end of Halifax (Chute). 

In our last group, 11 species have bee1i noted, October 
to March, but not 1;1.ll stayed the course. '.l'he SAVANNAH SPARROW, 
plentiful in the Cole Harbor-Chezzetcook area in November, was 
drastically reduced in numbers by February, and SLATE-COLORED 
JUNCO to some extent, according to reports received. 

An OREGON JUNCO no doubt would have succumbed to the 
cold, but was spared this fate by L.B. Macpherson, who collected 
it, Jan., 27, 1968, at Maitland, Hants Co. This is a first record 
for Nova Scotia, possibly for eastern Canada, although a few 
sight records exist. The bird was sent to Earl Godfrey of the 
National Museum, Ottawa, and was identified as Junco oreganus 
montanu9 , being of the race usually found in the interior of 
British Columbia and southwest Montana. 

TREE SPARROWS, not abundant at any time this winter, 
nevertheless maintained their numbers, as would be expected of 
this sub-arctic species. Incidentally, the earliest report of 
Tree Sparrows this fall was 7, Qct. 14-, Round Hill, Anna. Co. 
(Whitehead). One late WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, Nov. 1, Yarmouth 
(Sollows) brings to 5 the number of strays of this species pass
ing our way this sea.son, (The other 4 were reported in the 
November 1967 Newsletter.) The WHITE-T.tIBOATED SPARROW was not 
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reported ai'ter December, except in Yarmouth Co. (Hurlburt, 
Sollows), and a rare 1 or 2, for example, 2 at Round Hill, Anna. 
Co. all winter (Whitehead), and 1, Marlborough Woods, Halifax, 
Feb. 7 (E. Doull). The FOX SPARROW was unusually abundant, 
mentioned as present at most feeders around the province, but it 
too ceased to be mentioned after early January. Two unexpected 
LINCOLN SPARROWS were seen, 1, Nov. 25, Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co. 
(E. Doull) and l on the Pictou Christmas Count, Dec. 28 (Holdway). 
The usual few shy SONG SPARROWS, again seen mostly at feeding 
stations, have done very well, and were still being reported in 
late February. Six LAPLAND LONGSPURS seen at Pt. Michaud, Dec. 12, 
and 13, Glace Bay Sanctuary, on the same date (A.J. Erskine), 
suggests a movement into the area at this time. Only a few IDng
SpUrS have been s1ghted since, the largest number being 31 at 
Amherst, Dec. 30 (Erskine). The first report of SNOW BUNTINGS was 
of an unspecified number of birds at Prospect, Hfx. Co., Oct. 21, 
(G. Harding,per E. Mills). As is their wont, Snow Buntings swept 
into the Atlantic coastal regions in November, small and large 
flocks (up to 200) reported from Cape Sable up the shore to 
Chezzetcook and on up to Englishtown (Allen, Mills, Neily). After 
a short stay, most departed inland, to reappear in January and 
February feeding on the farmlands, notably in Hants and Pictou 
counties (Allen, Holdway and others). One flock of 40 stayed for 
three days, Feb. 9 to 11, in a field at Chebogue, Yar. Co. (Sollows). 

This brings us to the end of the late fall and winter 
report, 1967-68. There is still snow by the roadsides, and ice 
in the gutters, but it is fast melting. 

The ducks and the geese are crowding into the inlets, 
the guillemots are appearing in summer plumage, and last week, 
here in town, two Song Sparrows were heard singing. 

FOR THE SPRING MIGRATION, PLEASE HAVE REPORTS 

IN BY JUNE 25, 
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WINTER IN TdE CORNWALLIS VALLEY 

by J. s. Erskine 

In the past winter of 1967-68 I completed my twentieth 
year of winter bird records taken on standardized five-mile walks 
from my house just outside Wolfville. The season began with a 
few peculiarities. The winter birds of the dykelands were late 
in arriving and few when they came; finches were scarce everywhere; 
there were no meadow-mice on the dykelands and so no hawks and owls 
in that habitat, though both mice and Red-tailed Hawks were fre
quent inland. The crop of wild fruits was above average, and 
Robins lingered in more than usual numbers. , 

Three new species were added to the list. A Little Blue 
Heron in the usual white plumage of the immature was flushed from 
the dyke and followed up the brook into Stirling's marsh, on 18 
November. A Red-winged Blackbird was associating with Starlings 
on the 21st. Buffleheads haunted the tail-race of the Gaspereau 
power station during early March, an unusual place for the species. 
Apart from these, a Palm Warbler, pumping his tail among bushes 
on the dyke on 8 December, was the only vagary of the season •. A 
few days later the first cold snap arrived and probably eliminated 
stragglers. 

Almost every year is marked by the abundance of certain 
species and the scarcity of others. This winter began with a 
noticeable abundance of Black-capped Chickadees and Blue Jays and 
a shortage of Golden-crowned Kinglets and Song Sparrows. With 
the first cold of December the Song Sparrows increased in number 
as though those to the north of us had received notice to quit 2 
and by New Year all had moved southward. Juncos declined conslst
ently during the four months following. 

The effect of the cold upon most small birds was 
disastrous. Blackcaps declined from 10.8 per walk in December 
(the average for the preceding five Decembers having been 2.9) to 
.9 in March; Browncaps dropped from 1.5 to O; Goldencrowns dis
appeared altogether. The Nuthatches, neither species very abundant 
this season, showed no diminution. Larger birds shifted their feed
ing grounds. Red-tailed Hawks, unable to catch mice in the snow, 
vanished; Crows assembled in noisy multitudes on the dykes and 
wherever scavenging was possible. Robins were seen in every month, 
even after the hawthorns had been stripped. Pheasants were at low 
ebb, .4-25 per walk as against 1.88 for the twenty-year average1 
partridges returned at least to their average abundance since ~he 
introduction of pheasants, .7 this year as against an average of 
.726. Ruffed Grouse, too, seemed to be recovering, .403 against 
the average of .291. The shortage of predators, feathered and 
human, may have contributed. 

No comparable records of other localities are available 
to enable one to guess how far the fluctuations in numbers are 
local and how far they are general. On rare occasions one can say 
with some precision that a decline is due to a factor in food 
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supply or competition. When the co-operative ceased to dump 
chicken offal into the Cornwallis River and sold it instead for 
pig rood~ the incidence of Bald Eagles dropped from 1.4 per walk 
in 1958-,9 to its present .021. The increase of Starlings 
accompanied the decline of Flickers which now have little chance 
of nesting, except in woodland, and no longer remain in winter. 

The two species of Nuthatch are rarely round in the 
same area, the boreal Red-breasted being characteristic of coni
ferous woodland, the White-breasted of farmlands and-hardwoods, 
yet! oddly enough, their fluctuations seem to be almost reci_procal. 
It s probably a coincidence that in the mildest winter, 1952-53, 
in twenty years both species were absent. 

Usually we expect an occasional Prairie Horned Lark to 
appear about the first of March. This year three turned up on 
the Ridge 1 a usual place for first appearances, on 25 February. 
A few of ~his small subspecies, however, also winter with us, so 
we cannot be sure that these optimists were bringing in the spring. 

Hairy Woodpecker Gillian Rose 
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23/10/67 

24/10/67 

27/10/67 

29/10/67 

1/11/67 

4/11/67 

6/11/67 

7/11/67 

WINTER AT COLE HARBOR 

From the Diar;y of :Rosemary Ee.ton 

4 :BJ.ue Jays - Bl.a.ck-capped snd Boreal Chicka.dees, Myrtle Warbler, 
Song Spar.row, Kingfisher. 

Clear autumn da.y a.:fter :frost. My husband reported that the place 
sounded like e. :fa.nnyard beoa.use of the quacking :BJ.a.ck Duck near 
the point southeast of us. The Blue Jays snd Chickadees seemed 
hungry. One Greater Yellowlegs new over cove. 

Our suet :feeder is up !llld a crow came snd helped himself. 300+ 
Black Duck in cove. Was amused to see the Blue Jays burying crusts 
of bread in the lawn - they would press brea.d down with several 
sharp stabs of the beak, then carefully cover the site with 4-6 
poplar leaves. Was startled by a :friendly Chickadee perching on my 
shoulder. 

Grey, we.nn snd drizzling. Lovely fall colours. Hundreds of 
Canada Geese and El.a.ck Duck in Cole Barncw.r. 1 autumn immature 
lll.e.ck-bellied Plover and 1 Gree.te,:- 'Yellodee111. 

Hunters ever,ywhere this year - shooting q;ftee U2¢' to lilouse. 7-8 
Pine Gros bee.ks and Boreal Chicka.dees. The .. P<:i.ne Grosbeaks were 
a.round all da.y nibbling at buds. They seem· a very social group and 
a pleasant conversational chi ttering goes on all the time, a soft 
mlll'lllur that one would expect :from smaller birds. 

We.rm, dripping, :foggy. 7 Black Duck cruising silently in the mist. 
Several Kingfishers. 1 Red-breasted Merganser ghosting along in the 
fog. 2 female Pine Grosbeaks went on mu.:i:muring as they nibbled 
buds a few feet above my old neighbour's snd my head as we talked. 
:Being what he calls "dee£", my neighbour bellows, but this did not 
disturb the Grosbeaks. 1 Junco came to the suet feeder. 

6 Blue Jays, 6-a Heron, 1 llal timore Oriole (immature). Sharp
shinned Hawk. Kinelets (heard only). (Greater Yellowlegs one or 
two most days.) 1 Great Black-backed Gull had some carrion on a 
rock, and a crow kept hopping up snd tlzying to grab it, but was 
driven off repeatedly by the gull. 

After a sharp :frost (25°) birds were on the move, especially 
Song and White-throated Spar.rows. 2 immature Bel timore Orioles 
and 2 Golden-crowned Ringlets. 90o+canada Geese flying out of Cole 
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9/11/67 

10/11/67 

14/11/67 

Harbour. 12 small, fast-flying duck coming in - Teal? '.l'he 
regular Greater Yellowlegs was sunning its elf on a rock. When it 
saw me it stood up, teetered nervously a few times, then slowly 
stepped down into the wffter and swam off. It was the first time 
that I had se<?.n one awimning. 1 Heron and 1 Kingfisher. 

(2i') A little "mosquito ice" on the cove. (So-called because it is 
so thin it would just about support a mosg_ui to.) A few inches of 
snow, so it was quite a day for birds. Blue Jays and Chickao.ees 
(Rl.ack-capped) of course, plus 2 Juncos, numerous Starlings, 4 
House Sparrows, 1 Red-winged Blackbird (m), 1 Hairy Woodpecker {f), 
1 White-breasted Nuthatch (the first I have seen here since we 
crone in 1965), 1 Grackle, 4 Pine Grosbeaks, 4 Evening Grosbeaks -
about 45 Robins stopped a little while on their way south, and 
saw more in afternoon, 200+-maok Duck, 1 Song Spar.row, usual 
Greater Yellowlegs and Canada Geese. 

2 Golden-crowned Kinglets chasing each other. Hairy Wood110cker (f) 
1 Pine Grosbeak, 1 Tree Spar:row, more Robins pas,1ing tlu:ough, one 
Fox Sparrow, 2 Juncos, masses of Canada Gees,, and mack D.:tak. 

At least 500 Black Duck and 500 Canada Geese in harbour. 1 Myrtle 
Warbler, 1 Hairy Woodpecker (f), 2 fat Fox Spa.:rTOws with terra 
ootta splotches, outside front door. 2 Heror1s at bottom of garden. 
Robins still moving through. 

2 immature or female Buffleheads bobbing about in small waves. They 
appeared to be resting with heads tucked under a wing most of the 
time. Half an hour later they began diving. 

15/11/67 Snow started around noon. 2 Buffleheads fishing. 5 Pine Grosbeaks 
nibbling me;ple buds, Canada Geese calling. 

16/11/67 

17/11/67 

10/11/67 

25/11/67 

26/11/67 

Rain and sleet, 34Q. 2 Ooldfinches already in muted winter plumage. 

n°and mosquito ice on the cove again. 10+:llobins, many young ones 
fluffed out because of cold. 5 Fox Sparrows, 3 Wbi te-throated 
Sparrows. Saw something fluttering like a black and yellow 
butterfly, and found it was a female (or immature) Redstart. It 
fluttered around the bare rosebushes in the sun for about a half 
hour. 1 male and 1 female Evening Grosbeak. The usual female 
Hairy Woodpecker, and 1 Downy Woodpecker (m), but the reguiar Hairy 
kept chasing the Downy awa:y. 

34". Drizzle. Owl hooting at 4 a.m, 

Watched a Herring Gull which had caught an eel, whioh was fighting 
back - wriggling eo convulsively that the gull could not swallow it 
for some time. 2 immatm.·e gulls stood close by as though hoping 
the eel would miraculously fly in their direction. 

Clear and SUllllY day. A heron stalked slowly along the shore of one 
of the islands, stood a long time beside a rock, looking in all 
directions and then subsided out of sight, It was high tide, so 
possibly the bird was resting till the water was low enough for 
fishing. 
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14/12/67 

19/12/67 

3 Fox Sparrows, 1 young Robin. 1 Heron fishing beyond islands -
the ice is th:i.ckening in the harbour. 

ooo+canada Geese flying out of harbour. 

1 Fox Sparrow, 2 Tree Sparrows, 2 Robins, 5 Chickadees on the 
feeder at once. 7 Juncos. 

Thin cover of snowo 11 Jtmcos, 1 Fox Sparrow, 4 House Sparrows 
1 Tree Sparrow, 15oo+canada Geese flying out of harbour in wave 
after wave. 

22/12/67 i Heron flying very low over house to N.W. Raven. 1 Golden
crowned Kinglet. 

25/12/67 

26/12/67 

4 ins. of snow. 3 T:ree Spar.rows, 12 House Sparrows, 5 Blue Jays 
and crowd of Chickadees. Starlings. We saw a hawk sitting in a 
poplar tree close to the house, About 12 ins. long, cinnamon 
brown vertical. streaks on breant, all back feathers dark brown. 
eye pale yellow with dar.k pu;pil, A lovely yellow splash above 
hooked beak, thick bars of black and white under tail, legs a 
really giddy Chiquita-Banana colour. But I didn't see it fly to 
check its tail carefuJJ.y enough. Presumed it to _ be a Sharp-
shinned Hawk, :b'vening Grosbeak, 'Whi ta-breasted Nu.thatch - which 
found the suet and became quite aggressive, cha.sing the Chickadees 
off, It came daily after this all winter long. 

13'1. Sun and Snow. The usual nooks were swelled by the unwelcome 
appearance of 25 Starlings, 4 Cowbirds ( one handsome male, 2 
uniform brownish-grey with a suggestion of a pale th:roat, and one 
more brown in colour with noticeable brown flecks on breast - an 
immature?) 6 House Sparrows, 2 Tree Sparrows, 9 J1.mcos, i Evening 
Grosbeak (m). 1'zy husband reported 12 Goldfinches f'.i.ying in 
"unsynch:ronized wops". The female Hairy Woodpecker had a duel 
with a Starling - their long, sharp beaks fairly well matched, but 
when a second Starling appeared, the woodpecker flew off. 1 Myrtle 
Warbler, 20 Juncos, about 75 Canada Geese fiyi..11g towards the Dyke. 

Overcast and blowing and raining hard. At dusk I saw a Slllall bird 
rather like a Myrtle Warbler with a red head-patch • but only for 
seconds. Later I realized it was a Common Redpoll. A friend saw 
1000-1- Canada Geese in Harbour. 

28'' , clear and crisp. 1 .Downy Woodpecker (m) but it did not find 
the suet feeder. 9 Juncos, i Myrtle Warbler. Only 7 House Spar.oows, 
3 Starlings, 1 Cowbird (m) and 1 Raven. 

31/12/67 Cove filled in with ice. Hundreds of Canada Geese in harbeu.r. 

6/1/68 

American Goldeneye. 

Very cold and blowing from N.W, 
the E:o:ir, cbNmel appeared open. 
including 5 Cowbirds • 
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Business brisk around feeder, 



e/1/6e 

9/1/68 

10/1/68 

11/1/68 

3°and blowing .from N.W. Ile.fore light I could see a huddled shape 
on the doorstep - a Junco waiting .for food, The birds had no 
ener@Y at first, and just crouched down in the snow with wings 
spread out to stop them from sinking in, and feathers fluffed out. 
When it got light the birds started moving a.round and feeding. The 
small feathers a.round the birds' nostrils were white with frost. We 
got a fine close-up view of the Redpoll, just outside the window -
it flicks a.round, puts its ,head on one side or the other. The red 
head-spot was brilliant and the dark eye streak very striking, It 
seemed so lively in this bitter weather compared with the other 
birds. 

Zero at 6 a.m. A haze over what little open water there is in 
Cole Harbour. As soon as the sun rose the birds all new to some 
bushes to get what sunshine there was, and after a while they 
started preening. A Starling perched an inch away from a Cowbird. 
The short feathers around nostrils end eyea were frosted up more 
than ever. The Cowbirds, Tree Sparrows end Juncos would hop along 
on one foot, with the other drawn up under their feathers to keep 
warm, so they looked lop-sided and sometimes overbalanced end had 
to open their wings as they fed - or else they would crouch down in 
the snow, presumably to keep their feet under their fee.there. The 
Chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatch and the Redpoll were the only 
birds which seemed undaunted by the cold. About 200 Canada Geese 
stra&gled over. 

At dawn a Junco and a Cowbird waiting in 6"temperature. They didn't 
even fly off the step when I opened the door. Again the birds did 
net appear to have the energy to eat at first, and crouched in the 
snaw with fiuffed feathers and wings half spread, As soon as the 
sun rose the birds new off to "bask", though there couldn't have 
been much wamth. 40 Canada Geese new over. A rat on the suet 
feeder instead of a Woodpecker. 

Our the:mometer read 17"below zero at 5,30 a.m. Clouds over the 
sea Md smoke above main channel inside the harbour. Some geese 
around, but very quiet instead of usual mumuring, and quite still 
on the ice. Saw 2 female Redpolls which appeared to be eating 
spruce buds. Business brisk around the feeder. BJ.uejays 4, 
Chickadees 7, Juncos 9, House Spar.rows 6, Tree Sparrows 3, Cowbirds 4, 
White-bnasted Nuthatch 1, Hairy Woopecker 1, Starling 1, Red.polls 2. 

ll&bite~breaated Nuthatch D. M. Bowlby 
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12/1/68 

14/1/68 

11-18/1/ 
68 

20/1/68 

14/2/68 

15/2/68 

18/2/68 

22/2/68 

25/2/68 

64-below zero. Only a few groups of Canada Geese and Blaok 'Duok 
risible. 3 Evening Grosbeaks appeared. 

6°below zero. :Bunched Canada Geese, about 200, in open channel, 
very silent instead of the usual racket. My husbs.'ld saw a Canada 
Goose 100 yds. from :railway with its head down. A second nearby 
was calling rather feebly (the first possibly wounded?) 

Zero again on 17th and 18th and just a few hoarse honks from 
Canada Geese instead of usuaJ. continuous noise, A friendly Blaok
capped Chickadee follows me around through the woods, so I have to 
take sunflower seeds for handouts. The White-breasted Nuthatch 
11.kes these seeds better than suet - but dislikes leaving the 
tree and leans out, upside down, hooked to the bark by its big, 
back claws to reach for a seed on the snow. 

Wanner weather and sunshine opening up Cole Harbour a.t last. Geese 
were busy feeding again and looked quite lively for a change, and 
calling. 

Heaviest snowfall of winter, 1a"at 6 a.m. I was late putting seed 
out and there were hundreds and hundreds of reproachful bird foot 
prints on the snow. As soon as 1 appeared at the door a Tree 
Sparrow and 9 Juncos new towards me, and a couple of Chickadees -
soon more arrived. 2 Downy Woodpeckers arrived, but did not. find 
the main suet feeder - the Juncos have found it, and though ground
feeders, have got used to it on the tree trunk. There must have 
been about 35 birds flying and hopping around. 

10°. The Canada Geese sounded lively, though the harbour is filling 
in again with ice. One Tree Sparrow is very aggressive. It did 
not take any notice of the tight bunch of feeding House Sparrows, 
but made 7 successive passes at a Junco with beak wide open, tail 
fanned and wings spread. The Junco reacted in the s8llle way, but 
gave ground with backward hops. 

6"and birds standing around on one foot again, or huddling together, 
in a :rose bush. The House Sparrows close against one another, and 
a Starling feather-to-feather with a House Spa:r.TOw. 

3°below zero, bitter wind building sastrugi on ice of cove, Birds 
active around house, but none seem in woods. The White-breasted 
Nuthatch sticks seeds in cracks in the utility pole at the comer 
of the lawn. I watched a Chickadee checking and finding some 
sunflower seeds. The Woodpecker (Hairy) is rill8'"'ba:rking one of 
the poplar trees. 

3°below zero. Geese mummuring quite cheerfully - the sun by day is 
really warm, There were 4 mue Jays in the poplar tree and 3 male 
Evening Grosbeaks in the snow below them. 

5", but sun is opening up the harbour. 2 Downy Woodpeckers around, 
but have not yet found the suet. 

11" and sun later. One Downy Woodpecker has at last found the suet 
though the female Hairy Woodpecker drove it away. 
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4/;/68 

7/3/68 

10/3/68 

13/3/68 

15/3/68 

18/;/68 

21/3/68 

Editor 

10~, cold N,W, wind, but a spring-like feeling in the air, 
Geese mUl'lllllring and Starlings and sparrows twittering contentedly 
in the early sun. 

1o"and cold N.W. wind. The Evening Grosbeaks are moving in@ we 
counted 12 and call them "Gros Ventres" because of their infirdte 
capacity. 

15°. l'iy husband counted around 1000 Canada Geese, the most he has 
seen all winter. Also American Mergansers and Goldeneye, A Red 
Squirrel chased a male Downy Woodpecker, which held its ground 
(or tree) for a bit, but finally the squirrel really dived at it -
the commotion caused about 30 birds to fly up in a fright, In the 
morning 7 filue Jays were here, 

Heavy rain storm and very strong gusts of wind. 3 really soaked 
mue Jays appeared, but they were dark grey, and had no smooth 
crests - just spiky wet feathers sticking out in all directions. 

Spring-like day - peak of Grosbeak invasion, mostly golden males 
which looked most decorative - 12 males and 5 females bunched 
gregariously on top of the sunning tree - much twittering. 

:1-zy husband reported "noodle-headed Grouse" because a witless 
Spruce Grouse (?) walked along rail way quite unconcerned by our 
Husky lunging at it and missing by inches, 

42". All snow has gone from the lawn. The ice in the cove is 
dirty and breaking up, A hole in the ice near the point is 
busy with diving .American Mergansers and Goldeneye, and dabbling 
mack Duck. The strealll is roaring, bulb-spikes showing, but 
where are the Song Sparrows? 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

NSBS Newsletter 

Two Robins hopping across my back garden this morning prompts me 
to and my bit to the Newsletter, 

Much activity on the feeder this mo:ming - Juncos and Black
capped Chickadees. filue Jays, one with a bill that had been broken at some 
time but which has learned to manage expertly, eight female Pine Grosbealw 
enjoying the buds of my silver birch and a Downy Woodpecker on the suet bag, 

I noticed in the last Newsletter the scarcity of information on 
Evening Grosbeaks. They are definitely nesting at my sumrner place in 
Antigonish Co,, as juveniles were everywhere from July 1 when I started my 
regular summer trips. 

During the last two weeks I have had a daily thrilling experience, 
There is a hawthorn tree covered with fruit on the St. Mary I s University 
property, and each morning I walk down (8 a.m.) to see the tree literally 
covered with Evening Grosbeaks. 

.. 39 -



For a number of mornings there were at least 50, a couple of 
mornings none, and this·moJ:ning about a dozen. They seem to enjoy the haws as 
much as the wild cherries of Antigonish Co.. One has to be an early riser; 
they a.re not there later in the day. 

EILEm McFARLANE 
Halifax, N,S. 
Dec. 19, 1967 

Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

T"nis is rn:y once-a-year Christmas note to wish everyone Season's 
Greetings. We really enjoy the Newsletters and read with special interest 
Rosemary Eaton's acc,:;nmt of Spring coming to Cole Barbour, because we lived 
in the Eaton's house :for three years. It was like :renewing old friendships 
with all our old bird friends. 

Was also interested in a letter from Dr. W.E. Whitehead in which he 
mentioned all the birds which came to his suet feeder in the spring, Duri:r.g 
the winter we have here Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, Chickadees, and Tufted 
Titmice, but :Lri the spring we e.lsc have Song Sparrows and from about MaJ- 6 
through the end of May we have quantities of Catbirds and Orioles, all eating 
at the suet feedere, They simply devour the suet and often mated pairs of 
Catbi.rds c8llle last spring and fed the suet to one another. This surprised 
us at first, but it seems only natural for them to eat the suet in the early 
sp:i:,j_ng when the weather is cold and there aren't many insects about. The 
birds so intrigued me that I grabbed my camera one day and took some pictures 
through a window, which I enclose. (Having to take them through the glass, they 
are not too clear. I could not use :flash as it would have "glared"· off the 
glass. We also took some coloured slides.) 

I think our most interesting birds here last yes:r were a pair of 
Pileated Woodpeckers which we occasionally saw but heard every da;y during the 
early spring, calling and drumming to one another in the woods behind our heUl!e. 
They certainly make a noise! Between Maroh 10 and April 1 we had vast 
quantities of Fox Spar.rows this year, 

During Jun.e we had constantly seen a pair of Louisiana Water 
Thrushes al,mg the banks of the little river behind the house. On June 20 I 
decided to look for the nest and found it easily amongst the roots of a tree 
in a cavity under an ovemang at the river 1 s edge. The nest was made of dry 
leaves, 'l'here was <me :fledgeling in it, sitting on the edge of the nest and 
the next day it had flown. 

We also watched a pair of Orioles raise a family of 4 and a Nuthatch 
family - also 5 or 6 families of Robins and a Song Sparrow (which nested in 
the ivy on our chilllD.ey) • 

One episode involving yO'l.mg birds amused us greatly. A female Pu:rple 
Finch brought two young to our feeder one day, but she refused to feed them. 
They pleaded and flapped their winge to no avail. Finally, one sidled ever to 
a fenlale Cardinal who was also at the feeder, and opened its little beak very 
wide in her face. But she had no compassion either, and pecked the poor 
little thing twice, and drove it off the feeder! I don't recall every having 
seen a baby bird look to anyone but its own mother to be fed, at least not 
when its ewn mother was right there. Is this unusual? 

GILLIAN BOSE 

Guilford, Connecticut 
Dec., 1967 



Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

Thie is usually a vecy quiet ti.me for me, I have my feeders out and 
they have been attended by the usual birds. mue Jays are very OOllUllon, and 
I counted 9 at one time feeding here. Starling and Cowbirds were here early 
in the winter, but I eliminated some of these and the rest left. Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were my most frequent and regular visitors. They were very 
aggressive and the wnite-breasted Nuthatch soon did not come back to the 
feeder after being chased by these mi tee, They could chase the Chickadees as 
well, but these came back between visits. These Nuthatches would work all 
4a;y after the feeder had been re-stocked and carry mouthful after mouthful to 
crevices in nearby trees. One became so tame tha.t it sat on my suet can on the 
wiq to the feeder on several occasions, I feel that it is dangerous to taIDe 
these wee mites so did not encourage it. Someone might not be as kind to it 
and it would lose its life from trusting humans. We had a nice flock of 
Chickadees all winter, too. A Hairy Woodpecker came several times but not 
regularly. I hear him drumming on a limb these days already. Juncos and 
linglets were in the area especially, and I saw several Golden-crowned. 
~ets in the woods. One neighbor I s feeder had a watchful adult Sharp
lllhimled J:Tawk nearby for several days. A Bald Eagle has used our river as his 
routs to the sea.· Ii :is most often seen about 4.30 p.m. going inland. 
Several people have watched this bird this winter, and I am woxred for its 
safety as there seem to be so many ignorant gunmen in the vicinity. 

Another had s. Robin in a field. in the fall that had a white head 
and white feathers on the shoulders. It refused to join the nd.e:r-ating flocks. 
Bewever, it was picked up during the winter but died probably from starvation 
and exposure. This same friend told me today about the thrill of having 9 
Pine Grosbeaks visiting last week. When she checked the tree that they were 
en she found two limbs stripped of buds and the lilac buds lay green under the 
lilac bushed as well. They were chewing them up and did great destruction. 
!l:iey were not ea6'ily chased, either, and only moved when the snowballs started 
n;y1.ng. I had this same nock off and on in my pine and they ate the buds like 
spinach. 

Two weeks ago we were passing a farm in the next community and I 
saw a bird rise :from the pa\rement with an object about the size of a mouse. 
It rose gracefully and dropped down on a grassy patch in a nearby field. 
This bird looked like a te:m, but I can't see how it could have been. It 
ha.d slight, very narrow, pointy wings. It appeared black on its back and 
definitely snowy white on its breast. It flew like a swallow. I wish that 
I could have been able to identify this bird, but we did not have the time to 
step. 

I would enjoy having snyone who is interested in bird-wa.tchine; stop 
here this spring. I need someone to hike with me and enjoy this lovely 
countryside. r-t,- husband is away all week, so I have the time to devote 
during the week, but less on week-ends this coming spring. My work gets 
planned around my birdwatching and I am trying to get extra done now to allow 
fer lots of time in the open. 

MRS. GIDRGE SNYDER 
Crousetown, N.s. 
Ms.rob., 19ffl 
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Editor 
NSBS Newsletter 

There has been little snow this winter, but enough for coasting, 
and the children are learning to skate. When the weather wa.s really cold and 
stormy I treated myself to a few ·1azy aftemoons, settled by the stove, reading 
some books that have been tempting me for a year er more, other than The Three 
Little Pigs 1 

Last month a "cold snap" created an ice wall on the outside of the 
sou them and westem beach. It built up for about a week and then the cold 
moderated and a few days later rough seas undennined and washed it away. The 
children were fascinated by it, and it was beautiful in the sunlight. 

About the birds, Sid notes an encoura.g:Lng increase in whistlers and 
bufflehead this year; and while they are still scarcer than in the 1 ;o 1s, 
oldsquaws seem to be increasing, and eider are definitely "up", Now the 
spring flight is on, as another larger flock passed offshore today, 

Dovekies were almost always in sight somewhere around the shore 
last fall, and often found "gl'Qunded" inside the beach. These we would catch 
and release in the sea, while they pecked vigorously at our gloves as we 
carried them, 

The Hooded Warbler was last seen November 16. He was a lovely 
bright male, quite tame and apparently in best of health ..... he was caught 
and released from the various buildings here many times. One day.the children 
follwed me out and left the back doors open. We went for a walk and when 
we came in again the Hooded Warbler was comfortably settled in the li 'ting room, 
welcoming us with sharp "chips". He bad obviously been waiting for us quite 
a while1 I caught him without much trouble and he seemed not to mind being 
held and petted. 

B:m'TY JUNE SMIT.Fl 

Cape Sable Light 
Shelburne Co,, N.s. 
Mar. 40, 1968 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Native Birds of Mount Desert Island - Jallles Bond, Cure.tor of l!irds, the 
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 

Purple Martin Survey - Roy E. Hunter, Mencton Publishing Co. 
· ds of the Nova Scotia-New Brunswick Border Re · n - George F. Beyer, 

Canadian Wildlife Papers Ne. 8 Queen1 s Printer). 
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ADDRESS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 

NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY 

by Constable James Stoner, R.C.M..P. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this evening it is my pleasure to 
talk with you regarding the enforcement of the M.B.C. Act & 
Regulations. Perhaps I should begin by briefly rev1ew1ng the 
evolution of game legislation and enforcement. The laws governing 
the talcing of wildlife go back a long way in History. Moses was 
responsible for the first written law about wildlife management 
of which we have a record. It is in the book of Deuteronomy, 
Chapter 22, Verse 6, "If you chance to come upon a bird 1 s nest in 
a tree or on the ground with young ones or eggs and the lllOther 
sitting upon the young or upon eggs, you shall not take the mother 
with the young. You shall let the mother go. But the young you 
may take to yourself that it may go well with you and that you may 
live long." The phraseology is a little repetitious and ambiguous, 
as are some modern game regulations and omits any description of 
what is to be done with the eggs. However, it is clear that the 
intent was to save the mature female bird for purposes of repro
duction. 

The positive side of wildlife management which involves 
habitat control for greater production, has a somewhat shorter 
history dating back as far as we know, only to the Kublai Khan 
who reigned in the 13th Century. He is supposed to have issued 
instructions for habitat management and supplementary feeding of 
wildlife nearly 700 years ago. You will see, then, that the 
tradition of management of game by restricting the harvest has a 
much longer background than our modern technique of managing game 
by habitat manipulation. 

During the 12th Century, the Norman system of game pre
servation was introduced to England with great severity. Common 
people were barred from hunting and hundreds of officers were 
appointed to preserve wildlife. Special laws which were issued 
to protect game and to punish poachers were resented by the 
commoners 'Who rebelled against them, particularly since the kings 
a.ad nobles were free to plunder the forests at will. 

'.l.lhese rigid laws were probably tied in with a growing 
scarcity of game throughout the la:nd. Once the r:!.ght to hunt and 
fish was taken from the landowner, he must have quickly seen the 
advantages of reserving this right for himself. Perhaps from 
these circumstances, we discover the background. for the feeling 
'Which is sometimes expressed today, that fish and game laws are 
passed to benefit the favoured few. 

With the gradual emigration to North America by the 
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peoples of Europe, the settlers brought with them more than a 
little of the resentment against fish and game laws. What is 
more, since there appeared to be an endless supply of game in the 
New World, they did not even consider conservation. 

The tales of the great buffalo hunts, or perhaps slaughter 
would be a better word, in Western Canada and by our neighbours to 
the south, is an excellent example of the reckless abandon shown 
by our early settlers. I have referred to the buffalo nearing 
extinction; we were not nearly so fortunate with the passenger 
pigeon, which was needlessly slaughtered and has now been extinct 
for a considerable number of years (1902). 

When Canada was unified under the terms of the BNA Act, 
no particular attention was given to wildlife resources. It was 
recogniz.ed then, that resources of fish should properly remain a 
Federal responsibility because it was known that fish moved be
yond Provincial boundaries. Most of the other renewable resources, 
including wildlife, became the responsibility of the provinces. 
Since the early part of the Century new ideas based on the 
possibilities of managing wildlife like other living crops have 
developed and spread rapidly in North America. Since many wild 
creatures, including migratory birds, are not the property of a 
single nation because they spend part of their lives in Canada 
and part in the United States or Central American countries. The 
scientific studies which revealed this situation, indicated the 
need for care in the harvest of a resource shared by the citizens 
of several countries. In the early years of the 20th Century, 
the various jurisdictions through which migratory birds passed, 
attempted to deal individually with the problem of harvest. If 
human nature had been a little different than it actually is, this 
system might have worked. But in practice, it was soon realized 
by persons concerned about the welfare of renewable resources, 
that when each jurisdiction, whether state or provincial, set an 
open season on birds that migrated through its territory, eaeh 
attempted to secure for its citizens the best possible hunting 
opportunities and the largest share o:f the kill. You had then a 
situation in which each province or state set a long open season 
and a generous bag limit. As the human population of Canada and 
the United States increased, it soon became obvious that the 
migratory birds resource could not long stand being exposed to 
hunting pressures for the very long period involved in its passage 
through the various states and provinces. By about 1913, the 
situation had reached a critical level and an attempt was made to 
use Federal legislation in the United States to protect the 
resource. It was not possible for the United States to provide 
Federal legislation to control the harvest of the resource. 
There, as in Canada, wildlife resources were not a Federal 
responsibility. 

Eventually a solution to the problem was reached by 
international action. The Migratory Birds Treaty was signed 
between Canada and the United States in 1916. That Treaty, which 
is a milestone in the history of wildlife management, set the 
stage for the first large-scale attempt at Continent-wide conser
vation of a wildlife resource and the regulation of the use of 
that resource for the greatest benefit of the largest number of 



people. A rather similar treaty between the United States and 
Mexico in 1936 extended management to that area also. After the 
signing of the Migratory Birds Treaty, enabling legislation was 
passed in Canada and in the United States. The Treaty and the 
Act based upon it do not alter the fact that wildli:fe in a 
province is a Provincial responsibility. The treaty merely 
affirms that the Federal Governments of the two countries, have 
agreed to certain actions and since treaty responsibilities take 
precedence over provincial responsibilities, it is the senior 
government in each country which develops, issues and enforces 
the regulations concerning the harvest of migratory birds. 

Once Canada had passed the Migratory Birds Convention 
Act in 1917, it became necessary to create an agency to discharge 
Canadian responsibilities. The agency so created was placed within 
the Dominion Parks branch, Department of the Interior, because it 
was recognized that both agencies dealt with biological matters. 
Initially, the enforcement of the M.B.C. Act & Regulations was a 
responsibility of that same administrative agency. In 1932, it 
was decided that the enforcement of the regulations made under the 
authority of that Act could be carried out much more effectively 
by a larger enforcement agency. The enforcement responsibilities 
were turned over at that time to the R.C.M.P. The desired, 
consistent effort suffered, as the result of other priorities, 
which were considered greater and more important police col'lllllit
ments. Lack of sufficient manpower to implement an all-out 
enforcement effort was also a problem. Attempting to remedy this 
situation, a special group was created within the force to attend 
to this statute and thus the Migratory Birds Convention Act 
Special Enforcement Group was conceived. As all members of the 
R.C.M.P. are, for the purposes of this Act, ex officio game 
officers, the role of the M.B.C. Act Special Enforcement Group 
member is to co-ordinate enforcement efforts in the Province, to 
travel throughout the Province discussing enforcement, assisting 
in identification and stimulating interest in the enforcement of 
this statute. Also inoluded as ex officio game officers under 
this stature are members of the Department of Lands and Forests 
and, more recently, the protection officers of the Department of 
Fisheries. However, you can appreciate, I 1m sure, the fact that 
all of these ex officio game officers have other duties as well, 
which must be attended. Nova Scotia is a big province and we can 
use a lot of help. Interested parties like yourselves can help, 
and have in many instances, such as advising enforcement people 
of continuing infractions in a given area or of an infraction as 
it is actually taking place. Nova Scotia, according to the World 
Encyclopedia, has 4,625 miles of coastline, including the Bras 
d 10r Lakes in Cape Breton and there is very little of this shore
line from which migratory birds cannot be shot at one time or 
another. This, together with the uncountable lake, pond and river 
areas, often restricts enforcement to the well known violation 
areas and does not present the opportunity to investigate or to 
explore other potential trouble spots. This is where the gathered 
information from the interested parties would enable us to utilize 
our time to the best possible advantage. 

Now to come back to the M.B.C. Act and Regulations, the 
Act has been revised from time to time and the regulations almost 
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annually for the past forty years. You would think, after all 
that time, that all possible difficulties would have been removed 
and that the regulations would be simple, easily understood and 
easy to enforce. Unfortunately, in law enforcement, no regulations 
ever quite reach that happy state of perfection. The M.B.C. Act 
& Regulations must be constantly revised to deal with situations 
which have arisen through technical changes, through changes in 
land use and through man's ingenuity in finding loopholes in 
regulations. 

There are different groups of people interested in 
migratory birds. Waterfowl hunters are one of the better known 
groups and there has been approximately two million waterfowl 
hunters estimated in North America. It has also been estimated 
that they spend something over 110 million dollars a year in the 
pursuit of their sport. In 1966, 380,059 Federal Canada Migratory 
Game Bird Hunting Permits were sold. Nova Scotia accounted for 
7,220 of these. I do not know how many bird watchers there are, 
but they may well outnumber hunters. There is a third group, 
which takes a different view to the whole situation. These are 
the people who raise crops for a living and who, on occasion, are 
forced to look upon migratory birds as a distinct threat to their 
agricultural activities. Another group of people have more 
recently become concerned with migratory birds because of the 
danger which they pose to modern high-speed aircraft. All inter
ested people and all looking at the migratory bird problem with 
a different point of view. 

In the enforcement of the M.B.C. Act and Regulations, 
perhaps one of the most important aspects to be dealt with is 
public education. However, while we are trying to educate the 
public, I believe that it is necessary to hang on to what we have, 
in order to have something to work with once the public is educ
ated. I do not believe, with human nature being what it is, that 
we will ever see the end of poachers or of people who think that 
Game Laws and Regulations apply to everyone, othe,r than themselves. 
The only thing we can be thankful for is that these people are in 
a minority. I would like to see the remaining majority take an 
active interest in their wildlife legacy, so that, after enjoying 
them ourselves, we can pass them on in turn to future generations. 

Thank you! 
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